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INTRODUCTION 


A. An Overview 
This is a political profile of Soong Ch'ing-ling (Mme. Sun 

Yat-sen) whose contribution to the Chinese revolution has so far 
been neglected by historians. Soong Ch'ing-ling was beautiful and 
accomplished. Consequently, she was often called a "doll" by Westerners 
in the treaty one & While Western correspondents in China during the 
Dea ep vonvcatcctaes WCiinate Joansef Arc". tacar Snow called hor 
"China's George Washington". ? Vicent Sheean concluded that Soong 
Chting-ling was ani cvanietia fragment of aa frenriaaes oa his Lengthy 
stay with the Hankow leaders in 1927. Rightist correspondents of ne 
West defamed her as the “Huckster for fom vat some correspondents, 
such«as Henry Lieberman of the New York Times Magazine called her "China's 
Poche (arcateneoaticc of her undying faith in the unfinished Chinese 
revolution. 

The above quotations reveal the divergency of opinions about 
Soong Ch'ing-ling. However, none of these descriptions reveal completely 
her unique--albeit minor--role in the Chinese Revolution. der 
importance to the Chinese Revolution cannot be compared with that 
of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Mao Tse-tung, nor even Chiang Kai-shek; but her 
contribution to the liberation of the Chinese people is no less 
unique than any of the three. To date no systematic study of Soong 
Ch*ing-ling's political career has been produced. Her unique role 
in the Chinese Revolution has been undeservedly neglected. 


The political life of Soong Chting-ling bozan with her marriage to 
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Sun Yatesen in October, 1914. From 1914, until Sun's death in 1925 
Soong Chting-ling worked for the Revolution in the shadow of her 
resvected husband; working as his secretary, translator, interviewer 
and even as negotiator. She did not emerge as an individual partici- 
pant in the Revolution until after Sun Yat-sen's death. From 1925 to 
1927, believing that the Kuomintang was in the hands of responsible 

and dedicated versons (the Left Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists), 
Soong Chting-ling worked in close association with them. Thus it 

was only after Chiang Kai-shek"s counter-revolution that the inmortance 
and uniqueness of her role cane into sight. Soth the Left Nuomintang 
and the Chinese Communists were brutally butchered. Those who were 
fortunate to escape were driven to remote areas, at least temporarily. 
Soong Chting-ling became the sole representative of the unfinished 
Revolution. Using well her invulnerable status as the "saint's widow’, 
Soong Ch'ing-linge bitterly attacked Chiang Kai-shek, who with suppression 
and censorship, snuffed out all opposition. 

Foreswearing the leisurely life of comfort, material affluence 
and family warmth, she determined to hold high the beacon-fire of the 
unfinished revolution, constantly reminding the Chinese people of 
Chiang's betrayal of that revolution. Throughout the thirties, she 
never stopped criticizing Chiang's regime and his clique, many of whom 
were her orm close relatives. She recognized no other principle for 


all of her political activities save the good of the Chinese people. 
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It was for her dogged faith in the revolution, her dedication and her 
sense of justice in single-handedly attacking the powerful Chiang 
regime and for her attempt to obtain fair trial and freedom for hin- 
dreds of students and intellectuals captured by Chiang's regime 
that she was called "China's conscience". 

There is no need to exaggerate Soong Chting-ling's contribution 
to the Chinese revolution. The uniqueness of her role can be truly 
reflected by placing her political activities against the backdrop 
of events in China. This political profile will attempt to show 
what Soong Ch*ing-ling had really done in those years of turmoil, from 
the fall of Hankow in 1927 to the triumph of Communism in 1949. 

This period is the climax of Soong Ch'ing-ling's political activities, 
when she fought single-handedly against the injustice represented by 


ChiangKkai-shek's regime. 


Be Sources 

There are no historical studies of Soong Chting-ling. Apart 
from Emily Hahn's The Soong Sisters and Cornelia Spencer's (Yaukey 
Grace) The Three Sisters, which are biographical stories in the form 
of popular novels, there is little. However, there is a large number 
of articles of varying quality scattered in various newspapers and 
magazines. In addition, a collection of about sixty of Soong Ch'ingeling's 
speeches made since the fall of Jankow in 1927 was published by the 
People's Republic in 1952 under the title of The Struggle fon New 


China. These speeches reflect Ch'ing-ling's views on the Chinese 
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revolution, on civil liberties and on the Kuomintang-Conmunist struggle. 
Cther source material concerning the Chinese revolution since 1911 is, 


of course, plentiful. 


C. Nature of this Study 

In this study, emphasis is placed upon the period from the 
fall of Hankow to just after the birth of the People's Republic. 
However no study of Soong Cating-ling is possible without sonie 
reference to her early life. Chapter I attempts to provide the 
setting of her family, schooling and her marrizge to Dr. Sun. 

Chapter II vcrovides a brief sketch of the vower struggle 
within the Kuomintang and Soong Ch'ing-ling's involvement in it. The 
final agony of the Hankow Government in 1927 and Soong Chting-ling's 
attacks on Vhiang's betrayal of the revolution close this chapter. 

Chapter III gives a descrintion of Soong Ch*ing-ling's life 
in exile and her nolitical activities during this overiod. der 
struggle for civil liberties under the Chiang regime is also discussed. 

Chanter IV deals with Soong Chting-ling's contribution in the 
formation of the United-lrront and her attempt to preserve the pre- 
carious unity between the two volitical »varties throughout the War 
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Chacter V concerns the work Soong Ch'ting-ling hed done after 


the formation of the Feople's Republic. 
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The conclusion attempts to summarize and to evaluate the work 
Soong Ch'ing-ling did through out her long years of participation in 


the Chinese revolution. 
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CHAPTER I 


THE BEGINNING 


A. Family and Schooling 

Soong Chting-ling was born of a rich comprodore family of 
Shanghai in 1890. Her father, Soong Chiaeju (F#RUp), also called 
Charles Jones Soong, was educated as a minister at Vanderbilt University, 
but later he turned to business in Shanghai. Like most returned 
students, Soong Ch'ting-ling's father was dissatisfied with the ineptness 
of Manchu rule, and had for sometime been a personal friend of Dr. 

Sun Yat-sen prior to the marriage between Dr. Sun and Soong Ch'ing- 
ling. Therefore, in Soong Chting-ling's childhood, Dr. Sun was a 
frequent visitor in the family and the Soong sisters treated him 
as a sort of an uncle, 

Soong Ch'ing-ling was educated at home under a private tutor 
until the age of seven when she was sent to the McTyeire School for 
Girls in Shanghai,a boarding institutions There, she remained until 
age fifteen when she was sent abroad to study in a private school 
in Summit, New Jersey. Later she entered the Wesleyan College at 
Macon, Georgia, from which she obtained a B.A. degree in 1913. After 
this she returned to China. 

Soong Chting-ling had great aptitude for English and of the 
three Soong sisters, she was the most studious. Even as an 


adolescent, she had deep interest in China's problems. She often 
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published her views in the student literary magazine, The Wesleyan. 

The success of the revolution in 1911 prompted her to write an essay 
for The Wesleyan, in which she naively glorified the revolution as 

the "greatest event of the Twentieth Century". She hailed the 
revolution as the key to the solution of all the problems facing 

China, with Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, the three great principles 
of the French Revolution 1789, being established in Gwe 

Although Soong Ch'ing-ling's view of the revolution was too 
idealistic and full of wishful thinking, it did show her genuine 
concern and enthusiasm for the Chinese revolution. Also, when 
Soong Chting-ling received the Five-Barred Flag of the Revolution, 
she emphatically tore down the Dragon aeeaer from the wall, crying, 
"Down with the dragon! Up with the flag of the Republic!" 

Throughout her years in the United States, Soong Chtingeling nurtured 
an idealistic view of the Chinese revolution, and a consecuent hero wor- 
ship of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, whom she admired for his contentment of 
living in poverty, a great contrast with his contemporary politicians. 
Obviously, in the young mind of Chting-ling, Sun was more than a 
national hero, but also the savior of China who had sacrificed his 


personal comfort for the Chinese people. 


Be Marriage 


Soong Ch'ing-ling's worship of Sun might never have developed 
into a romance had Sun appeared as a successful national savior. When 


Sun, who had fled to Japan after the failure of the second revolution 


<4 


aap bao ai oH 
Ue mbcednyh adi beta Ty Rebate diate ab 


er wine ad, «Macias Neebinet: Dai] tea 
patees. ce down add 1Ty > maa aelde “ ne: ms 
ealutmeiey we! poet gale gatewe) eis”? te aC Ph 


® nite at betplivanty, oneitieh 


mo ple of ren fobs * fry 
fete ate atone ge. teh whe 


| Aetekteant ed 96 git tir 2. diel . 
“apron sti sate bebe eit Slinat, ci. 
| -ake 0d Imecpagenes wn yAEETUt Meat OHS ts node ¢ 
on a to] Anwrctominy CAG APS DelNG We a oC ie on. ale | 
cama le AibSie, Games Whe MER Battin Jewte 4 a ae 


sini aaah: mm. aed yA yeibineeana beter wee, i cvtonia 
e4 ae. 4 ies iodine bak 40000 ‘ait Se scbeen’ wit cate gad «ote Tames a 
| = ! ' <oferan onde. afte 13 oyoleee sei Ay : 
. | y >a 
cn a  \ lean a 
elie ) "Boi ate, ‘eicvias Begin pl + euros pt gobs agit eer ce o: 
ati viens, Sewelten sitesi eh + a: frase 7 ad Sef oak 2 


a 
o 


bias eis Yy ceed Poe SORA clea oF LAE O68 ote gts) % 


in 1913 against Yuan Shih-kai, appeared in Yokohama to meet Soong 
Chting-ling, she was struck by the difference between Sun's actual 
appearance and what she had envisaged, Sun was half-sick and frail, 
worried after breaking with the ambitious Yuan Shih-kai. What hurt 
him most was that many of his former comrades had stuck to their 
posts in Yuan's Serene In sets Japan, Sun lived in poverty, 
a striking contrast to the well-to-do Soong family who were also 
exiled in Japan at the time. 

With burning faith in the revolution, Soong Ch'ing-ling 
offered to fill the vacant post of Sun's secretary. His former 
secretary, her sister, Ailing had married H.H. Kung. Soong Ch'ing- 
ling’ entered Sun's life at a most opportune moment. Sun, in 1914, 
was at the lowest ebb of his political career. Soong Ch'ing-ling, 
with a heart for the revolution, became Sun's sole comfort as well 
as his "most trusted secretary". oogene Ch'ing-ling threw herself 
into the task helping him. She believed in the revolution, and she 
believed in Sun. 

During Soong Ch'ing-ling's childhood and adolescence, revolution 
meant the bringing down of the Manchus. ALL other problems from 
which China suffered would be adjusted automatically. This naive 
view of the revolution Soong Ch'ting-ling inherited from her parents. 
When she came into close contact with the revolution--the difficulties, 
the promises and the goals--she was more and more stirred by the 
very justice and rightness of Sun's revolutionary principles; believing 


that China would yet be a nation free from foreign domination, and 
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her people free from starvation and humiliation. She had become 
aware of the true meaning of the revolution. Political revolution, 
if not accompanied by social and economic changes was but a courte 
intrigue. 

In a letter to her sister in 1914, Mei-ling, who was still 
studying in Wellesley, Soong Ch'ing-ling revealed her year's experience 
of the revolution and its leader, Sun, 

"He (Sun) is too weary and too ill to write much in his 
own hand.eeee I am next to the very center of the Revolu- 
tionary movement, I am learning what has actually taken 
place, I begin to see the tremendous proportions of what 
will have to take place. 

"We get to discuss things, Dr. Sun and I. We are 
like father and daughter, he is so much older. And it 
pleases me to have him say in his quiet, avpreciative 
Wayeeee He is an unassuming man, Mei-ling, a man who wants 
no glory for himself... He is very depressed sometimes. He 
hates intrigue and he hates militarism and yet he knows 
it will take both to make the revolution succeed." 9 

After more than a year of work with Dr. Sun, Soong Ch*ing-ling's 
political ideals had matured. She knew both Sun's secrets as well 
as his ideals. Revolution became a part of her life, without which, 
life would be meaningless, 10 

Both Dr. Sun and Soong Chting-ling knew how much that year 
meant to both of them. To Dr. Sun, Soong Ch'ing-ling became the 
sole comfort of his lonely days of political exile. His first marriage to 
Lu Mueching was a marriage of filial obedience, between a"17 year 

11 ' ! 12 
Old college student in Hong Kong," and an illiterate village girl--. 


Though she had borne him three children. Dr. Sun was estranged from 


his wife throughout the long years of exile. Moreover there was the 
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difference in outlook and political ideals. The marriage was, in 
fact, a constant source of "a good deal of domestic unhappiness.” 15 
To Soong Ch'ing-ling, who had decided to dedicate her life to the 
Chinese Revolution, and, above all, to the comfort of the Lonely 
man who made the Revolution possible, she offered to marry Dr. Sun 
Still there was no thought of love, but the worshipn of a hero and 

) 
a passionate desire to help China.’ 

Dr. Sun hesitated to accept Soong Chting-ling's offer especially 
when the difference in age was considered. He told her just before 
her departure for Shanghai for a visit: 

"You are so young, I am almost an old man-I have 
a grown son. i live in the uncertainties of being a 
revolutionary leader - and you would dedicate yourself 
to helping me! Ch'ing-ling, I can scarcely forgive myself 
for bringing you again into contact with this thing - this 
hunger, this disease, this torment which gives the heart 
no rest once it is infected with it. Won't you wait? 
Won't you go back to Shanghai and live there a while and see 
then how you feel? I cannot accept now." 15 

Sun's former marriage did not constitute much of an obstacle 
to Sun and Chting-ling. For Mme. Lu, the frequent and long separations, 
the uncertainties and dancers in Dr. Sun's activities were too much of 
an ordeal already. She had offered to choose a second wife for sun 


16 


but Sun had refused. ~Therefore, when she was asked about the possibility 
of his marriage to Soong Ch*ing-ling, lime. eneaerese readily to a 
separation, but not a divorce, which would have caused her to forfeit 

her social position and privileges. Evidently Dr. Sun took this 


aby 


agreement as a moral equivalent of a divorce. 
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However, the greatest obstacle to the marriage between Dr. 
Sun and Ch'ing-ling came from the Soong family. First of all, her 
parents belonged to the comprodore class, a class whose revolutionary 
ideals were limited to the overthrow of the “onarchy and to a modest 
program of reform. Any social and economic revolutions which would 
harm their privileged positions would be the first thing to which 
they would object. Therefore, to allow Soong Ch'ing-ling to marry 
Dr. Sun meant to give a daughter away to a man who would ultimately 
be their enemy. Secondly, the Soongs were practical people who saw 
marriages as a possible family Leis Memes enor marriages like the one 
between A\ieling and il. H. Kung, who was reputed to be a descendant of 
Confucius and came from a traditional banking family in Shensi, not 
only enhanced the wealth of the family but also provided "honor and 
dignity" which families like the Soong's were seeking. Dr. Sun's 
dubiovs stiuation and his political uncertainties did not endear him 
to Soong Chting-ling's parents, [is poverty and his "harmful" 
revolutionary programs constituted a dangerous ability if Dr. sun 
were to become part of the family. Therefore there is no wonder that 
Soong Chting-ling's parents flew into a raze when Soong Ch'incseling 


. 9 
told them of her wish to marry Dr. Sunt? 


0 
Soong Ch'ing-ling stayed in Shanghai for more than three months e 
to persuade her parents to gave consent to the marriage. After making 


sure that her parents' consent would not be granted, she secretly 


went back to Japan to join Dr. Sun. It was a courageous act for 
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a Chinese girl with a "good" family background to go against the 
conventions of both the Christianized and the non-Christianized 
society. <The couple was married on October 25, 19L4, an Toyko. 
in a simple ceremony. Immediately after the marriage, Soong 
Chting-ling resumed her secretarial work and started learning crypto- 
Bessy doing secret coding and decoding on behalf of Dr. tcp ad 
Apparently, she was happy with her marriage and her work for Dr. Sun. 
In a letter to an American school friend, she wrote: 
"Tt (the marriage) was the simplest possible, for 
we both hate surplus ceremonies and the like. I am happy 
and try to help my husband as much as possible with his 
English correspondence. lily French has greatly improved 
and I am now able to read French pavers and translate 
by sight easily. So you see marriage for me is like going.) 
to school except that there are no “exams” to trouble me”.~ 
One of the immediate results of the marriage was a great deal 
of criticism from different circles. Hu Hanemin and Chu 'Chi-Hsun OR 
Fae) criticized the ieyesers in front of Dr. Sune Vany other comrades 
instead chose to ignore the marriage. The most svectacular reaction 
was from Soong Ch'ing-ling's parents. Charlie Soong attacked Dr. Sun 
bitterly and tried every possible way to annul the marriage on grounds 
of the failure to obtain parental consent. When this failed, the 
Soong family broke all relations with Dr. Sun, disowmed Soong Ch'ting- 
ling, and withdrew all financial support from the newly reorganized 
Chung-hua Ke-min-tang (WEE PL Chinese revolutionary Party) 26 


There was never a complete reconciliation between the Suns and the 


Soongs, the latter - remained aloof until the death of Dr. Sun 
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when he suddenly rose to be a national hero. 

The Soong family's attitude toward the marriage also influenced 
the attitude of the Christian Societies in Shanghai. The name of 
Dr. Sun was no longer conjured up in missionary Sopa niee. eens 
in the Christian communities called Ch'ing-ling an "adventuress".” Bishop 
Henry Bond Restarick even criticized the Suns in terms of Christian 
ethics 2? However, all these criticisms were pointless. When Chiang 
Kai-shek and Soong Mei-ling FEY) , tho youngest among the Soong 
sisters, married on December 1, 1927, in similar circumstance, they not 
only received the wildest acclaim from the wealthy Chinese circles 
in Shanghai, but also from church people who saw in the Generalissimo, 
the hope to christianize China” The snobbishness and hyoocrisy of 
Christian |. circles had alienated Dr. Sun and Ch'ting-ling from both 
the Chinese and foreign church people. A sense of distrust between 
them was inevitable. Ferhaps this is one of the reasons why Dr. 5un, 
in his later years, had come to criticize the missionaries as agents 
of imperialism.’ Wang Chi-chen observed well that: 

"In Sun Yatesen's later years nis hatred of Western 
imperialism led him to link missionary enterprises with 
foreign exploitation and caused him to make, public utterances 
that were interpreted as anti-Christian." ~~ 

There was never a complete reconciliation between the Suns 
and the Church people, just as the relations with the Soongs did 
not improve during the remaining years of Dr. Sun's life. But 
while some former comrades of Dr. Sun regarded the marriage as 


disgraceful, young students all over China rejoiced at having Soong Ch'ing- 
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ling to work for the Chinese revolution. She in the words of 
Vincent Sheean, had come to "share Sun's passion against injustice 
of every kind, his determination to organize and prolong the revolt 
of the masseSeee." i eeeence of her understanding of the youth, 
because of her underlying faith in the Chinese revolution, she was 
destined to be a symbol with which the student movements in the late 
twenties, thirties and forties identified. 

In the years after the marriage 1914-1922, Soong Cnting-ling, despite 
her own dislike for public occasions, accompanied Dr. Sun in nearly 
all his public ail ane She travelled with Dr. Sun in and out 
of China, served as Dr. Sun's interpreter, and participated with 
him in meetings, sharing all his joy and dangers. Several times, 


ra 
she barely escaped with her Wges 


Ce Dre Sun and the Soviet Union 

Unexpectedly, these years of frustration for Dr. Sun turned 
out to be one of the most j=portant periods in the history of the 
Chinese revolution. Dr. Sun now recognized that his early optimism 
about the Republic was totally unfounded. For more than thirty 
years of dedicated revolutionary work, there was nothing to show 
but a republic without democracy. To his dismay, Chinese parliamen- 
tarism, under the control of a succession of Feiyang atae) generals, 
was the laughing-stock of the nation, Parlianentarianisn “became 


disastrously associated with militarism, disorder, insecurity and 
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ee oe ete the prospects of the Kuomintang, the 
revolutionary party formed in 1912 out of the old old Tung Meng Hui 
were hardly encouraging. Immediately after it was formed, it fell 
into disunity and Sa Neither the subsequent reorganizations 
of the Kuomintang into the Chung-hua Ke-min-tang (PEI) in 1914 
in Japan nor the formation of the Chung-kuo Kuomintang ( 1%) KZ) 

in 1920 was sufficient to revitalize the revolutionary Sine the 
Party, under Sun's care, had no effective contact with the masses, 

nor had it any effective military power. 

Dr. Sun had always counted on the help of the west and Japan 
to help carry out the revolution. But the prospect of help from the 
west and Japan was hardly encouraging. They continued to collaborate 
with the northern warlord governments at the expense of China's 
integrity and national interest. 

As early as 1918, Dr. Sun had initiated official contacts 
with the Soviet Union by sending Lenin a letter, congratulating him 
on his SEE Ties stating that both the Chinese and Russian Revolutions 
aimed at "leading to the liberation of the peoples and to the establishment 
of enduring ane eee to Ho Hsiang-ning (AEWA (Hime Liao 
Chung-k'ai), Dr. Sun was seriously thinking of sending Liao Chung-k*ai 
Wy 4 HB) , his most trusted aide, to Russia to Bat It is clear 
from this evidence that Dr. Sun was attracted by the success of the 
Russian revolution. But before turning to the Soviet Union, Dr. Sun 


made a final bid for obtaining aid from western nations. In 1918, 
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he advanced the rather naive project of “International Development of 
China”, The central idea of the project was to industrialize China 
with international cénital for the benefit of the world. Then all 
national industries would be made a Great Trust owned by the whole 
Chinese people. If this is to be realized, socialism in China would 
be created by the help of western cami teleas THB plan was presented 
to Britain, France and the States, but these countries never took 
this plan serueiai: 

Besides his disilusion with the West, Sun was also disappointed 
with Japan in 1922. The Japanese Government never responded to Sun's 
plea of help, but in fact, made use of Sun's plea as a lever to exact 
concessions from Yuan Shih-kaits Government. This was the case 
when Japan made the Twenty-One demands in Tee 

Ever since then,Dr.e Sun drew closer to the Soviet Union and 
Germany; both like China were the underdogs, -outcasted and humilicted 
by the hands of the West. Since September, 1922, Dr. Sun secretly 
corresponded with Weimar Germany and the Soviet Union, seeking an 
alliance with both of tens Germany was completely disinterested 
in China after the War, but . the Soviet Union was resnonsive. 

After Chen Chimeg-ming's revolt. in June,1922, it was clear 
that the Kuomintang was a completely futile revolutionary force 
unless some drastic reforms were effected. Foreign help in reorgani- 
zing the Kuomintang was desperately needed. 


The ground work of the Soviet-Kuomintang collaboration was 
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laid by Maring (Sneevliet) who was sent to China by Lenin in 1921 as 

the Commintern's representative to the First Congress of the Chinese 
Commmist Party. in Shanghai.” Arter a detailed observation of the 
Kuomintang, he presented to Dr. Sun two concrete proposals, First, 

the revolutionary party must ally with all classes, especially the 
proletariat and veasantry. Second, a military academy mst be established 
to provide the necessary armed forces for the acta" These 
proposals materialized officially in the "Joint Manifesto of Sun. 
Yatesen and A. A. Joffe" in 1923, stipulating the Soviet Union's 
commitment to lend support to the Chinese olor But the 

plan for the reorganization of the Kuomintang was not yet laid down 
until after a series of negotiations between Dr. Sun and Nichael Borodin, 
the Commintern representative in China. 

Perhaps the most important work that Soone Ch'ins-ling undertook 
in the period 191-1925 was to actively participate in the negotiations 
between Dr. Sun and Berean These led to the reorganization of the 
KET along Soviet lines and the inclusion of the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) members in the Kuomintang on a personal basis. 

Beginning early in 1922, Soong Ch'ing-ling had also been 
closely associated with a number of important left Kuomintang members, 
notably Liao Chung-k'ai and his wife, Ho Hsiang-ning who was about 
ten years Soong Ch'ing-ling's senior and always treated her as some 
sort of a SSS 


The years after 1923 clearly revealed the trend: Dr. Sun 
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and consequently Soong Ch'ing-ling, were drifting towards the left. 


= This can 


Dr. Sun's orientation towards the left was undoubtable. 
be best illustrated by his letter to the Central Executive Committee 
of the U.5.5.R., written on his death-bed. 
"Taking my leave of. you, dear comrades, I want to 
express the hope that the day will soon come when the 
U.S.SsRs will welcome a friend and ally in a mighty, 
free China, and that in the great struggle for the. liberation 
of the oppressed peoples of the wrld both _tkese allies 
will go forward to victory hand in hand." 7 
The importance of this message lies in the fact that it had 
clearly reflected the true Het Of Tand Of lr. woune Has faith an 
the Soviet alliance was undoubtedly a reason for Soong Gueneeinate! 
continuing association with the left Kuomintang and te Chinese 
Communists after Dr. Sun's death. 
The death of Dr. Sun on arch 12, 1925 in Peking marked a 
new beginning in the Chinese Revolution and also a new beginning of 
the political career of Soong Chting-ling. From 1914 to 1925, Soong 
Ch*ing-ling had worked for the revolution in the capacity of Dr. Sun's 
wife and personal secretary. after the death of Dr. Sun who overnight 
had become the "Father of Modern China", Soong Ch'ing-ling suddenly 
became the most respected person in China. low she acted, what she 
said had incalculable influence upon millions of young patriotic Chinese. 
Her influence, her invulnerable status as the widow of Dr. Sun and her 
continuing association with the left Kuomintang and the Chinese 


Communists foreshadowed the unique role she was to play in the 


Chinese revolution after 1927. 
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CHAPTER II 


SOONG CH*ING-LING AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
COUNTER REVOLUTION 
1925-1927 


After his death in 1925, Dr. Sun was hailed as the "Father 
of Modern China’. His birth and death dates were declared as national 
holidays by the Kuomintang. Millions of young Chinese mourned his 
death. His "Three Principles" and his Will were studied in great 
depth. With Sun's death, China lost the living symbol of disinterested 
love of the nation. This loss was particularly acute as few politicians 
of his time were not self-seeking. He was also the symbol of all 
the Se a ae hoped their country could stand up on her own feet. 
He symbolized the Wei ened revolution which most of the Chinese 
were determined to realize. Above all, he was the symbol of unity 
in the Kuomintang. In fact, he and the common sentiment for him 
was the only unifying element among the left, the right and even the 
communists who had joined the Kuomintang on a personal basis. Iilis 
death foreshadowed the inevitable breaking up of the Kuomintang 
as a unifying force of all revolutionaries working for national 
unification. 

The break-up of the Kuomintang did not come immediately after 


the death of Dr. Sun. In fact, the Kuomintang tried to use the 
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Sun Yatesen cult" as an instrument for national unification. Young 
Chinese were specially urged to imitate Dr. Sun's life-long dedication 
to the revolution. The ruling members of the Kuomintang, hoped that 
by hailing Dr. Sun as a sort of a saint, cohesion among the different 
factors in the Kuomintang would be created. 

As the widow of the "infallible Dr. Sun", Soong Chting-Ling 
also became sacred, and commanded the respect of millions of patriotic 
youth. As later events were to prove, Soong Ch'ing-ling was to be 
the focal point from which many of the student movements drew their 
inspiration, 

Before the death of Dr. Sun, Soong Ch'ing-ling held no official 
position in the Kuomintang. She Beton his secretary and for most 
times, interviewed and negotiated on behalf of Dr. Sun. Since 1923, 
Soong Chting-ling had also associated herself with the left- Kuomintang 
and the communists. After 1925, she renewed her ties with the left- 
KMT and the communists, especially those working in the communist- 
domibdbed Shaumueieictrersity, Vheaded byaChtanChinesala ee 4n@ ). 

The first clear indication of Soong Ch'ing-ling's alienment with 
the left faction of the KiiT after the death of Dr. Sun was her active 
participation as a leader and an organizer in a series of nation- 
wide protests before and following the May 30 and June 23 Epos 

The killings from these incidents infuriated the Chinese people. 
A strong wave of nationalist and anti-imperialist feeling, centered 


about Dre Sun and his Three Feople's Principles was aroused. Protests 
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and strikes of Hong Kong workers, which in effect had paralyzed the 
Colony, were organized by Borodin and the left factions of Kuomintang 
under the leadership of Liao Chung-kai who was.also the head of the 
Labour Department of the Canton Govormenat” Throughout this tempestuous 
period of protests and strikes, Soong Ch'ing-ling stayed in Canton and 
participated in the planning of the workers' movements. She also 
worked at the Revolutionary Schools in the Bureau of Propaganda,” a 
devartment of the Canton Government which had come heavily under the. 
domination of the Chinese communists. In short, long before the 
Convention of the Second Congress of the Kuomintang in 1926, Soong 
Chting-ling's orientation towards the left was unmistakable. 

In spite of Soong Ch'ting-ling's pha desire to lead a semi- 
retired life.in Shanghai, her devotion to Dr. Sun compelled her to 
do the utmost for the Chinese Revolution. In the Second Kuomintang 
Congress in January 1926, she was elected a member of the Central 
Executive Committee and took office in a number of government bodies, 
including the Political Councile She was also asked to head the 
Women's Department. However, she declined this post in favour of 
Ho Hsiang-ning (Ime. Liao Chung-kai), who was undoubtedly more 
experienced, levertheless, Soong Ch'ing-ling was keenly interested 
in the feminist movement. Between 1925 and the beginning of the 
Northern Expedition in July 1926, Soong Ch'ing-ling stayed in Canton 
for most of the time, and worked for more educational opportunities 


for women. She was also responsible for setting up many women's 
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organizations which were later grouped into the Women's Institute 
of Political Training in Backou © an important creation in her early 


political career. 
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The sudden emergence of Dr. Sun as a national hero also affected 


the attitude of Soong Ch'ting-ling's parents, Being practical people, 


they recognized that Dr. Sun was a much bigger asset to the family than 


they had expected. Honour and glory would be profuse for the Soong 
family if Soong Ch'ing-ling agreed to go back to the Soongs. Several 
telegrams were sent to ask her to go back to Shanghai. But she 
turned a deaf-ear to all these pleas. She knew clearly that her 
family belonged to a class that was destined to be the enemy of the 
revolution,’ that their class interest must be wiped out before 

the livelihood of the mass could be bettered. Family ties were not 
enough to take her avay from the Chinese revolution nor were they 
enough to harness her anti-Chiang activities and speeches after 1927. 
In short, Soong Ch'ingeling recognized no other principle in her 
activities than what she thought would be good to the Chinese people. 


As one foreign correspondent observed, Soong Ch'ing-ling herself was 
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The upsurge of nationalism after the death of Dr. Sun did infuse 


a sense of cohesion among the Kuomintang members. Nearly all members 


vowed to follow Dre Sun's Three Principles and Three Policies. sBut 
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this sense of cohesion was short-lived. In the words of Agnes 
Smedley, “his (Dr. Sun) followers and clique within the KMT set out 
to distort and finally wreck the revolutionary structure that Sun 
had built for all his life". 7 This was primarily due to the fact 
that the Ki:T lacked an ideology to unite all the various elements 
and to give them a sense of direction. Dr. Sun had been vague in 
defining his political ideology. His political theory was a combin- 
ation of many incompatible ideas. The Western concept of democracy, 
Marxism, socialism, welfare economics, the planned society and anti- 
imperialism were all mixed up in his Three Frinciples. Dr. Sun's 
followers could easily cite his work to support their own political 
views, no matter what their political beliefs were. llaturally, the 
divergent elements had come into open conflict with the passing away 
of Dr. Sun-the only unifying force among his followers, lloreover, 
Dr. Sun's Three Policies which included the "inclusion and support 

of the nation's workers and peasants in the work of revolution", were 
a direct challenge to the social status and economic privilege of 
many of his followers, suck as Hu Han-min (Hikhe, Taichi tao HEA) 
and Tsou lu E% ). Opponents and followers of these Three Folicies 
soon solit the Kuomintang into two opposing camos, the Right and the 
Left. Hu Han-min, acting Generalissimo and Foreign minister was the 
leader of the right, while Liao Chung-kai, whom M.N. Roy regarded 

as the “leader of Chinese Jacobinism", 1° was the leader of the left. 


Not only did Liao have the support of Soong Ch'ing-ling, the sacred 
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widow of Dr. Sun, he was also the head of the Labor Department, 
the Minister of Finance and the Farty's Political Representative 
to the Kuomintang aa According to Professor Chung-Gi Kwei , 
who had actually participated in the struggle between the Left and 
Right factions, Liao Chung-kai in 1925 was holding thirteen important 
concurrent posts in the Kuomintang. L© Liao was the most influential 
member of the Kuomintang. 

Bitter struggle between the Left and Right factions of the 
Kuomintang led to the use of qenliord tactics by the Right faction. 
On August 20, barely a few months after the death of Dr. Sun, | 
Liao Chung-kai was assassinated at the entrance to the Central larty 
Headquarters. i special committee composed of Wang Ching-wei, Hsu 
Chung-chi and Chiang Kai-shek, was set uo to investigate the assassin- 
ation. When it was known that Nu Hanemin's implication was evident, 
the left faction and the Chinese communists requested the special 
committee to arrest him. Instead, the Special Committee sent Hu 
on a tour to ocmay hs | 

The assassination of Liao Chung-kai, and the subseauent "exile" 
of Hu Hanemin, once the acting Gerneralissimo, left the throne of 
power vacant. It was occupied by Chiang Kai-shek, who became the 
General iilitary Commander, in addition to his position as the 
president of the Whampoa lilitary \cademy."? Both the Chinese 
Communists and the Left faction of Iuomintang members did not object 


to Chiang's assumption of the military vower because Chiang was, 
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at the time, among the most vociferous of those advocating strong 


measures against the Rent, 


C. Chiang Kai-shek and the Power Struggle 1925-1927 


It is true that the Second Kuomintang Congress in January 
1926 resulted in the domination of the Kuomintang by leftists and the 
Chinese Communists. But this domination had no real foundation. 
In a time when only military power counts, domination in the Congress, 
without the backing of the army, was illusory. By letting Chiang 
Kai-shek monopolize the Kuomintang armies after Hu Han-min's exile, — 
the left Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists had committed a 
serious mistake, a mistake for which they had to pay dearly in 1927. 
Ever since then, the Chinese Communists, esvecially !.ao Tse-tung, 
have made sure that politics have to take command of the gun. 
Meanwhile, Chiang Kai-shek fully recognized his new power as 
General lfilitary Commander of the Kuomintang's armed forces. ‘ith 
the military cower in his hand, he could challenge Wang Ching-wei, 
the nominal head of the Canton Government, for the supreme position 
in the Kuomintang at any time he saw fit. The time came when Michael 
Borodin, the master-mind of the Chinese Communists and the left- 
Kuomintang members, went to the North in March 1926 to talk 
Feng Yu-hsiang O53} into the cause of national unification. 
On March 20, Chiang Kai-shek staged a coup, subsequently known as 


the "Chung-Shan Incident."+? 
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The intention of Chiang's move was clerr, The *Chung-Shan 
Incident" was but a show of force to the left Kuomintang members, 
the Chinese Communists, and the Russians that if the KMT-CCP United- 
Front was to be preserved, it had to be on terms agreeable to Chiang, 
i.ee.more power centralized in his hands. 

The "Chung-Shan Incident” resulted in a clear cut victory for 
Chiang. Not only did the Soviet Union reshuffle the Commintern 
agents in China, the Chinese Communists led by Chen Tu-hsiu, were 
also told to adopt a conciliatory attitude towards Chiang. Wang 
Ching-wei was asked to take a timely sick-leave to France, so as 
to enable Chiang to assume ‘ang's »ost of the Chairman of Military 
Council, which also logically meant the Commander-in-Chief of the 
impending lorthern Expedition. 

By adopting the policy of appeasement towards Chiang, the left- 
Kuomintang and the Chinese Communists were destined to suffer its 
consequence. Allowing Chiang to have more power and prestige meant 
increasing his bargaining DOWET Soon, the left-Kuomintang members 
and the Chinese Communists would find Chiang's bargaining power too 


creat and his ambition too high to cope with. 


satisfied with the Communists? 


In the meantime, Chiang was 


compliance with his restrictions. Therefore, he set in motion the 


Northern Expedition on July 9. lifteen Soviet military officers, 
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including Galen (Blucher), chief military adviser to the Canton 
Government, accompanied the expedition. Soong Ch'ing-ling also 
participated in various parts of the military preparations, and she 
organized the Wounded Soldiers" Relief Association, of which she 
was the chairman. 

The Northern Expedition forces scored victory after victory. 
Changsha and the whole of Hunan fell rapidly and in mid-September, 
Chiang's forces took Wuhan. 

The Chinese Communists and left-Kuomintang members concentrated 
their effort in organizing mass movements. The appeal of nationalism 
and prospect of social revolution not only helped to consolidate the 
revolutionary basesi but also helped to lure the warlord armies to 
defect. This is one of the reasons why the revolutionary forces 
obtained such amazing results so rapidly. 

But the proliferation of mass movements had its distasteful 
side for Chiang. The Kuomintang took a decidedly left-wing turn 
at the exnense of the Right faction, of which Chiang was definitely 
the leader after the "Chung-Shan Incident". To Chiang's dismay, 
in a special session of the erence in late October 1926, two 
important resolutions were adopted. One was the recall of Wang 
Ching-wei from political exile. The second was to investigate the 
suitability of moving the Nationalist capital to \urhan because of 
its greater strength in the working class, In November, a group 
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Chen, and Borodin was dispatched to investigate the possibility of 


iy 


transfer. However, Chiang was bitterly against it and provosed 
Nanchang instead. Subsequent arguments between Chiang and Borodin 
resulted an open break between them. 
As a show of protest, Chiang: boycotted Pease ar tnd Central 
Executive Committee on March 10, 1927. The right-wing members of 
the Kuomintang also stayed in Nanchang with Chiang. The Hankow 
grouv reacted by abolishing the chairmanship of the Government 
Council, Folitical Council and of the lilitary Council, and instituted 
a system of group leadership. Chiang, at that time, was holding all 
the three posts that the Hankow civilian government had abolished. 
During the tug of war between the Hankow groun and Chiang 
Kai-shek's group, foreigners and the wealthy Chinese bankers and 
industrialists were looking for a means to sabotage the social 
program of the revolution. They found Chiang Kai-shek who, like 
themselves, was willing to see China united without social revolution. 


The chance of collaboration came when Chiang's forces entered Shanghai 


Der 20 
and ianking. 


According to J. P. Powell, Sterling Fessenden, merican 
chairman of the International Settlement, entered into necotiation with 
Chiang Kai-shek on behalf of the French chief of Police in Shanghai 
Chiane agreed to bridle the “risingmonster" of Communism with foreign 
support. “+ Having made sure that the imperialist powers and the 


wealthy Chinese comprodores would support the national unification, 
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Chiang Kaieshek did not hesitate to strike at the Communists and 
at the mass movements which had been the very foundation of Kuomintang 
success so far, At mid-night, April 12, Tu Yueh-sen (fof 7a J, the 
leading gangster in Shanghai, who practically monopolized Shanghai's 
opium trade, gambling and prostitute business, attacked the unprepared 
Shanghai workers, Thousands of Tu's green gang Ait ) gunman, armed 
with foreimrifles, slayed thousands of youths. Following the 
“April 12 Massacre", Chiang Kai-shek cracked down on all workers! 
organizations in Shanghai and Nanking. l.any Communist leaders 
were arrested, including Chou En-lai who later escaped through bribing 
his guards. The final result was a clearecut victory for Chiang. 
And to reward Tu Yueh-sen's help, Chiang "legalized" Tu's opium trade 
by appointing him chief of the Bureau of Opium Suppression. Ile was 
also presented the "Order of the Brilliant Jade." 

The Hankow government immediately reacted by expelling 
Chiang Kai-shek from the Kuomintang party. But Chiang, whose prestige 
had been so great among the Rightists, found no difficulty in setting 
up @ rival government in Nanking. The Rightist elements of the 
‘uomintang elected Chiang to head the Nanking government on 18th 
April, only six days after the massacre, At this point, the unity 
of Kuomintang had virtually collapsed; and the death of the revolution 
followed closely. 

The break between Hankow and Nanking presented a hopeless 


situation for the Hankow leaders. The Hankow forces, under the 
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command of T'ang Sheng-chih, was weak, It could neither defend 
Hankow from the warlords' attack, nor from Chiang's far superior 
forces. The only hope of surivival was General Feng Yuehsiang, 
whom Vincent Sheean described as a "big, slow brute with a highly 
developed sense of his owm power ."°4 

At the same time, the Hankow government displayed a trace of 
schism when danger was imminent. Even the left-Kuomintang members, 
Sun Fo and Wang Ching-wei were of the opinion that the mass movements 
had been carried too far. Feasants in the countryside started seizing 
lands and waged a sort of class war against the landlords. In the 
cities, factories were closed and the labor unions assumed police 
functions while the Chinese Communist cadres stirred up the mass 
movements. The Kuomintang leftists became increasingly indifferent 
to then. 

The spark that set off the final break between the Kuomintang 
leftists and the Communists was the foolish action of Hi.N. Roy, an 
agent of the Commintern, and whom lao Tse-tung later called a "fool". 
On June 1, Roy showed Wang Ching-wei a Commintern telegram demanding 
a further extension of land reforms, the creation of a new army 
composed of peasants and workers, and the displacement of the old 
members of the Kuomintang Central Committee with new representatives 
of the workers and eter 


Roy's blunt tactic combined with the umvillingness of the 


Kuomintang leftists to go along with the new program precipitated 
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the final schism. Conseouently, Wang Ching-wei and Sun Fo discussed 
this with Feng Yu-hsiang. Apparently, they agreed to break with the 
Communists and joined Chiang Kai-shek instead, An understanding 
was reached between Chiang and the Kuomintang leftists on June 19. 
Thus, the fate of the Kuomintang-~Communist cooperation was sealed. 
Feng Yu-hsiang sent a telegram to the Hankow Government two days 
later, demanding the dismissal of Borodin. It also said: "All Wuhan 
Communists who wish to proceed abroad can go, Nanking welcomes the 
cooperation of those remaining, but requests the earliest decision to 
hasten the formation of a unified front against the north."'“) 
Chiang also sent an ultimatum to Hankow at the same time. The collapse 
of the Hankow Government - the symbol of Dr. Sun's Three Principles 
and the symbol of Kuomintang-Communist cooveration - could come in 
any minute. Wang Chingewei, Sun Fo, HoH. Kung, and T.V. Soong had 
joined Chiang at Nanking already. The final agony of Hankow came 
when Tang Sheng-chin, commander of the Hankow armies, proclaimed 
a counter-revolution on July 15. Borodin, Soong Ch'ing-ling and 

26 , 
Eugene Chen scattered in flight in disguise. It seemed the revolution 
had really ended. 

July 14, just one day before Soong Ch*ing-ling's flight, from 
Hankow, she wrote a long statement directly attacking the Kuomintang's 
betrayal of the revolution. Not only did she unveil the hypocrasy 
of many Kuomintang members who proclaimed to be the true followers of 


Dre Sun, but she also exoressed the faith that the revolution would 
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succeed in the end. Attacking those who self-deceivingly held the 
view that the revolution meant national unification only, she said: 


"Today we face a crisis and we must probe 
searchingly into fundamental questions for fundamental 
answers. ‘ve must answer the questions of the nature 
of revolution, and what changes are involved. 

In the last analysis, all revolution must be social 
revolution, based upon fundmental changes in society; 
otherwise it 45 not a revolution, but merely a change of 
government." i 


Soong Chting-ling also upheld the importance of the masses in the 
revolution. This was meant to be an attack on the rightists who 
regarded the mass and the mass movements harmful to the revolution. 


She said: 


"In this principle (of livelihoood), we find his (Dr. Sun's) 
analysis of social values and the place of the laboring and 
peasant class defined. These classes become the basis of our 
strength in our struggle to overthrow imperialism and cancel 
the unequal treaties that enslave us, and effectively unify 
the country. These are the new pillars for the building up 
of a new, free China. ‘Without their support, the Kuomintang, 
as a revolutionary party, becomes weak, chaotic and illogical 
in its social platform; without their support, volitical 
issues are vague. If we adopt any policy that weakens these 
supports, we shake the very foundation of our Party, betray 
the masses and are falsely loyal to Sun Yateseneeeee ve have 
built up in them a great hope. They have placed in us a 29 
ereat faith, To that faith we owe our final allegiance."~" 


Tt is interesting to note the similarity between Soong Ch*‘ing's 
attitude towards the peasants and workers and that of lao Tse-tung's 


at the same period. Mao wrote in the same year, "without the poor 


peasants there can be no revolution. To reject them is to reject 


the ae ete ©. Soong Chting-ling's view on the importance of 


the peasants and workers shows her deep understanding of the nature 
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of the Chinese revolution. In the twenties, neither the Kuomintang 
leftists nor the Chinese Communists had any real understanding of 
the nature of the peasants as a revolutionary class, at least not 
until Mao Tse-tung assumed control of the Chinese Communist Farty 
after the Tsung-yi Conference in 1935. Prior to that, the Chinese 
Communist Party had only a dubious attitude towards the peasantry 
as a revolutionary class, Party chiefs such as Chen Tu-hsiu and Chu 
Chiu-pei, regarded the workers as the only true revolutionary class. 
The mass movements in the rural areas were seen as expedients to 
arouse national sentiment and as a supplement to the national unifi- 
cation. 

Commenting uoon the one's abandonment of social revolution 
in order to compromise with Chiang, she lamented at the degeneration 
of the Kuomintang: 

"The Party is no longer a revolutionary Party, but merely 
a tool in the hands of this or that militarist. it will have 
ceased to be a living force working for the future welfare 


of the Chinese people, but will become a machine, the agent 
of oppression, 4a parasite fattening on the present enslaving 


system.” ~ 
: ; : . 
One must wonder at the far-sightedness of Soong Chting-ling. The 
Kuomintang, after 1927, did, as she had predicted, become such a 
rigid political structure that could no longer respond to any form 


of social challenge. Indeed, after 1927, the Kuomintang had ceased 


to be a revolutionary force working for the people. 


Yet, Soong Ch'ing-ling was optimistic about the revolution. 
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The key to success was "the millions of people in China”. 
the years following the fall of Hankow and up to 1929, Soong Ch'ing- 
ling continuously challenged the credentials of the Kuonrintang as a 
true Aste party after abandoning the vevaned nies of the 
People's Livelihood.” She had also done her utmost to unveil the 
hypocracy of the Kuomintang members “operating under 

the banner of revolution, but actually working in support of the very 


social structure which the varty was founded to alter ."2* 
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CHArftiR III 
EXILE AND THe STRUGGLE FOR 


CIVIL LIBERTY 


Ae Shanchai 1927 

When General Tang Shangechih revolted against the Hankow 
leaders on June 15, Soong Ch'ing-ling returned in secret to her home 
in Shanghai, a house located in the Trench Concession bequeathed to 
her by Dr. Sun. Before she left for Shanghai, she told her friends, 
the Communists, ".eewe shall never for a moment forget. The real re= 
volution has not yet ber acta Fron that moment on, she began her single- 
handed fight against Chiang Kaieshek's. government and eventually gained 
recognition as "the constant heert of a still unfinished revolutions“ 
But, she was more helpless than before. Her communist friends were 
driven underground and the left Kuomintang including her step-son, 
Sun Fo and her brother T.V. Soong along with i.H. Kung had reached @ 
compromise with Chiang Kalie-saeke 


The compromise between Soong Ch'ing-ling's immediate relatives 


and Chiang Kai-shek was particularly irritating to her. Altnough the distance 


4 


Detween her house and that of her relative was short, it symbolized the 
gap in their conception of the revolution. The proximity constantly 
exvosed Soong Ch'ing-ling to nearly unbearable pressure from ner family 
to compromise. Chiang Kai-shek, for political reasons, was also 


interested to have Soong Ch'ing-ling join the Nanking government. He 
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offered her @ special train if she would consent to go to Nanking. But 
She had steadily refused to give uo her vosition and reiterated part 
of her statements of July 14 to reply to his plea. She replied in the 
status of the widow of Dr. Sun so that Chiang would appear unmistakably 
as a betrayer of Dr. Sun's principles. But Soong Chting-ling's uncompro- 
mising position also turned herself into a virtual vorisoner. Fearing 
that Soong Chtingeling might further emparrass the newly formed Nanking 
government, Chiang vai-shek imposed a strict vigilance on her house. 
Her contact with the outside world was also curtailed; no correspondents 
were allowed to visit her. 

For nearly two weeks, Soong Un'ing-ling had the boring life of 
@ prisoner. But on ivgust 1, fifteen days after the fall of Lankow, 
she appeared to receive a short reprieve with the Nanchang RS 
The Nanchang Uprising which saw the beginning of the Red army was a 
direct challenge to the military dictatorship of Chiang Kai-shek, for 
its leaders proclaimed to represent the Kuorintang. « presidium of 
seven was elected to direct a twenty-five member Revolutionary Committee, 
and Soong Chting-ling was elected to the presidium. Because of her 
inability to join the uprising, Soong Chting-ling"s appointment was 
honorary but it gave her some comfort tnat the fire of the revolution 
had not been extinguished completely. 


Nonetheless her state of seclusion worried her. There was always 


@ possibility that her name would be used to sanction the policies of 
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the Nanking government without her knowledge. In fact, her staying 

in Shanghai might be used as a proof of her compromise with the Chiang 
Kai-shek's regime. Something had to be done to show her dissent from 
the Nanking government with which her family was so closely associated. 
Finally, she decided at the end of August, to make a public visit to 
hioscow, a self-imposed exile, to demonstrate her loyalty to Dr. Sun's 
Three Policies. 

Because Soong Ch'ing-ling was so closely watched her visit to 
Moscow had to be made in the closest secrecy. On the night of August 
22nd, Soong Ch'ing-ling and Rayna rrohme, an American woman working 
for the cinede Revolution in the nankow government, escaped from her 
house and reached the Whnangpu River. <A row boat aviaited them there, 
to take them down river to a Soviet ship which subsequently took them 
to Vladivostok, from whence they took a train to soscow. 

By her flignt, Soong Ch'ing-ling demonstrated once again her 
dedication to what she thought was a just cause. wxefusing to conpromise 
with Chiang taieshek and rejecting power, wealth and comfort which would 
be hers, Soong Ch'ing-ling deliberately chose the uncertain path of 
exile. ‘what supported the physically fragile Soong Ch*ing-ling in her 
fight against her family's cressure and Chiang iai-shek's “all-powerful” 
govermient was her faith in the final outcome of the Chinese revolution 
and of the future realization of Dr. Sun's Three Frinciples. Randall 


Gould, an American correspondent in China in the twenties and thirties 
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was particularly impressed by the faith Soong Ch'ing-ling showed in Dr. 
: ; Ve as 
Sun and his teachings. This was also well-attested to by such correspon- 
dents as Anna Louise Strong, Vincent Sheean and sdgar Snow. 
Before heading for lhoscow, Soong Chting-ling published an article. 
It was suppressed in all Chinese newspapers. Only a few foreign owned 
publications published it. In this article, Soong Ch'ing-ling explained 
in detail the importance of Dr. Sun's Three Folicies as tormulated 
in 1924. She said, 
"It was a statesmanlike acplication of these Three 
Policies of Sun and the correlation of forces deriving 
from then that enabled the huomintang power to put an 
end to ten years of disorder and confusion in Canton, 


and to create and finance revolutionary armies that con- 
quered their way to the historic line of the Yangtze....' 


7 


She went on to discuss how the Three Folicies, especially the “inclusion 


wa) 


and support''or the nation's workers and peasants in the work of the 
revolution”, gave a new vitality besed on mass support to the huomintang. 
Yet she lamented the betrayal of the Three Folicies by these Kuomintang 
leaders who professed to be followers of Sun, and ‘are now becoming 
: Q 
or are about to become, the secretaries and clerks of the new Caesarea 
Though no names were given in her accusation, it was clear that the 
new Caesar was Chiang Kai-shek, and the secretaries and clerks included 
most of her family and relatives. 

The most important part of this article was Soong Chting-ling’s 


conclusion that the final success “in the struggle with Chinese militarism 


and foreign imperialism is possible only by a right correlation, under 
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Kuomintang leadership, of the revolutionary forces issuing from the 
ete ins ee : : eS : 

Three Policies."”° is the “revolutionary Ituomintang” was completely 
non-existant and tne Three rolicies were carried out by the Chinese 
Communists, there is little wonder that Soong Ch'ting-ling would work 

in conjunction with the Chinese Communists later. For Soong Ch*ing-ling 
did not identify so much with the name of the party as witn its policies 
and goals, In the thirties, it can be easily seen that the work of 

the Chinese Communist Party was much closer to the ideal of Dr. Sum then 


was that of the huomintang. 


Be uxgile 

Gnee in iloscow, Soong Chting-ling and her group were caugat 
in an internal struggle among the leaders of the Soviet Union. The 
collapse of the Hankow government and the virtual elimination of the 
Soviet influence in China meant clearly a failure of Stalin's policy. 
Trotsky and his group sought to capitalize Stalin's failure, 4s a result 


fal 


of tne subsequent struggle between tne two groups, Soong Ch*ing-ling 
and the iankow exiles had no idea of what the new Soviet Chine policy 
would be. Trotsky's group was sore friendly to the tankow exiles, while 
the official attitude shown was courteous and quite peel: 

Anidst all this confusion, Soong Unfing-ling continued to 
keep alive the true spirit of the Kuomintang by issuing articles on 


the Three Principles and the Three Folicics. In less than a month, she 


published eight articles, exzlaining to the Soviet people the state of 
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the Chinese revolution. Also by identifying herselt as the representative 
of the Lett Kuomintang, she refused to acknowledge the "death" of the 
Left Kuomintang, even though the left Kuoninteng wes completely powerless. 
Among these eight articles, four of them were adaressed to the women and 
the youvh ot the Soviet Union. She recognized that emancipation of 

women was basic to any social revolution, Tis was especially so in 
China where hundred of millions of women were still in the “bondage of 


, P : : 2 
semi-e-feudal and medieval social ideas and customs, "+ 


Real revolutionary 
change could not be effected unless the Chinese women were rescued from 
that pitiable state. In "Youth and Revolution", another article she. 
wrote in Moscow in Septeriber, she explained how she came to recognize 
the importance of youth as the vanguard of the revolution. In her words, 
"Youth is the bulwark of the revolution." It forms the guard that stands 
sentinel ene protector over the gains of the revolution and the force 
that hastens the course of history in its drive towards a better poricn 
She also pledged that she would start organizing the youth in China in 
a way similar to that of the Soviet Union. This pledge materialized 
in the thirties and forties when she participated in organizing student 
moverients. 

But the most important article that Soong Ch'ing-ling published 
in this period was “Statement issued in Roscowt which explained the 
reasons why she was in the Soviet Union, The intention was ‘to make 


clear to the world that the men on the Yangtze who are now representing 


themselves as the spokesmen of nationalist China do not voice the sentiment 
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of the revoltuionary Kuomintang and do not speak for China's masses," 
The second reason was to fulfill one of the most cherished desires of 
Dr. Sun "to confer with the strong revolutionary friends of China" 
(the Soviet Union) personally. Apparently, this article was addressed 
to the Chinese peoole as much as it was addressed to the Soviet Union. 
She hoped that by touring the Soviet Union, her disagreement with the Nanling 
regime would be known to the Chinese people, and the true nature of the 
regime would thus be reflected. 

But the intention of her Pen eeosed exile was ignored by 
some leading newspapers in the West. The New York Times apparently was 
interested in printing innuendo rather than facts. In October, it vrinted 
on its front page a story that Soong Ch'ing-ling was going to marry 
Eugene Chen, and that they were going to the Crimea for a honeymoon. 


By printing this story, the iew fork Times created the impression that 


Soong Chting-ling's flight to Moscow was just an elopement with no 
connection to the Chinese Revolution. This subtle, injurious attack, 
completely based on innuendo, was a blow to the physically weak Soong 

i 
Chting-ling. As a result, she fell ill in -oscow for three weeks. As 
Sie began to recover, she suffered another blow by the news of the marriace 
petweeen Chiang Kai-shek and her youngest sister, Soong lei-ling. 
The event celebrated on December 1, with all the extravagant displays 
of a “society wedding had the olessings of all the foreign dignitaries 
and missionaries who had once condemned Soong Ch'ing-ling's marriage to 
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she thought of as the arch-enemy of the revolution was an irony that 

she found hard to accept. ‘What hurt her most was that she knew the marr- 

iage was purely a political maneuver and that Chiang could from then 

on legitimately boast himself to be the blood-relative of Dr. Sun Yate 
L7 . 

sen. 

The Hankow group in lioscow became smaller in numoex as winter 
came to Moscow. Eugene Chen left for China some tine in October, and 
Rayna Prohiie died on November 24. Thus, Soong Chting-ling was left 
alone in t:oscow without personal friends. Her situation was worsened 
by the fact that her income had been cut off from China, and she 

13 

had no winter clothing. What Little money she had had to be reserved 
for the unknown period of exile. In the funeral procession of itayna 
Frohme, Vincent Sheean was pained to see her “shivering...ethrough 

a ae > 11,5 J 1 lO XT a 
the dreary, frozen streets in a thin dark cloak." Yet Soong 
Ch*ing-ling was too proud and too indesendent to accept the help of 
strangers. 

After several months in Moscow, Soong Ch'ting-ling tired of 
the loneliness and decided to go to Lurope for a change. She settled 
in Berlin and later Faris where Vincent Sheean had gone after hayna 
Prohme's death, She stayed in Surope until the spring of 1929. “he 
lived in inexpensive accommodations and steadily refused to obey the 
call of her family, and to accept any of the offers of ease and 


prominence from the Chiang Kai-shek government. The “honor of high 


position and “comfort of material affluence from the Nanking 
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government were regarded as a betrayal of all that her husband had lived 
for. Anna Louise Strong aptly described her actions in this period as 
: = 20 

a flight from victory. 

Soong Ch'ing-ling's exile in Burope Was hardly a pleasant 
one. She was from time to time attacked by slander. She was rumoured 
to be marrying various persons from time to time, This was particularly 
annoying to her and injurious to her prestige, especially in China 
where remarriage of a widow was considered a loss of dignity. Besides 
these slanderous attacks, she was also accused a@& being the mouthpiece 
of the communists, and thus denying her any independent judgement. 
Apparently, among the Nanking leaders, a woman was not able to have 
independent judgement. As one who had always been a leacer in the 
feminist movement in the Canton and Hankow government, Soong Ch'ing-ling 
was eaveae It was no wonder that she angrily told Anna Louis Strong 
in Paris, "when I make any statement, they will not concede that I, 
a woman can have an opinion. All my opinions have been influenced, 
it seems, and usually by Dasow ae 

In the meantime, the Nanking government, after eliminating 
opposition of the leftists, was ee eee and gained recognition 
by various foreign governments. Further wanting to enhance its 
prestige, the ‘anking government tried to utilize the burial ceremony 
of Dr. Sun to recall Chting-ling, and also elected her to the 
Central Executive Committee. 


On hearing of the completion of the grand tomb of Dr. Sun in 
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the Purple Mountain outside Nanking near the ling tomb, Soong 

Ch*ting-ling agreed togo back to China in the spring of 1929. At 

once, the Nanking government was in jubilant mood, for Chiang Kai-shek 
had become 2 member of the Soong family and nearly all the Soong brothers 
and sisters had joined the Nanking government. Therefore they were 
conrident that Soong Ch'ing-ling would remain in Nanking at the persuasion 
of the Soong family. Soong Ch'ting-ling also thought of this. fearing 
that her return to China might be interpreted as a move to sanction 

the Nanking government, Soong Ch' ing-ling published an erticle in 

Berlin in May 1929 just betore she left for China. She said: 


"T am proceeding to China for the purpose of attending 
the removal of the remains of Dr. Sun Yatesen to tne rurple 
Mountain where he desired to be buried... 

It must therefore be abundantly clear that my attendence 
at the burial will not mean and is not----to be interpreted 
as in any sense imolying a modification or reversal of my 
decision to abstain from any direct or indirect work of the 
Kuomintang,....so long as its leadership is opposed to the 
fundamental policies of Dr. Sun, namely, tne oolicy of efrective 
anti-inperialism, the policies of Sonmenetion of Soviet Russia 
and the workers and peasants policy.e.. iow that the taree 
policies had been discarded, ovr party has again becagwe the 


tool of militarists and cou i riphc  tar8 my ombohars tess y St icy pat 
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Yet, this article was supvressed by all Chinese neuspapers and marazines. 

Therefore, this ststement of protest did not reac 
font ‘ 49 . : 2 ae ES. Fe RE ow ee eee } a 

still did not know Soong Chtingling's attitude towirds Chiang lai-shek's 

covernmment at this time. 

Ce Return to china 


From the moment of her arrival at Feking in early June, 
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Soong Ch'ing-ling was surrovnded by her family and thus was isolated 
from the ordinary public. Yet, in the long funeral procession from 
the “lestern Hills, Peking, the place where Dr. Sun Yat-sen's body 
was temporarily kept since 1925, to the new burial ground in the 
Purole Liountain of Nanking Soong Ching-ling tried whenever 


Siple, to keep herself apart from the members of her family. 


- + 


4fterwards, she insisted on returning to her home in Shanghai alone, 
instead of living in the Soong family as her relatives wanted. By 


rn, 


doing this, she hoped to make clezr to the »nublic that she hed no 


intention of lending her name and reputation to the defunct uotintang 
and the wanking government. But as Setty Turner, a correspondent 
in the indevendent oman observed, her opposition to the lanking governe 


ria) 


ment made Life hazardous for her. That she wes saved from the fate 


of other lesser Communists wes because of the adoration »neonle held 
23 
saat! 

fon er’. She was in fact virtually a prisoner. [ler house was sur- 


mzhere she went she was “accompanied” by 


- : 3 117 54 evi 5 
2 mener of her family, an organized system of Supervision devised 


by Chiane Kai-shek to induce Soong Chting-ling to supnort the govern. 


o 


. 


rient. But she consistently refused to talk to him, and maintained 


ie) 


a disereet silence. 


For necrly two months after her return to China, Soong Chting- 


ling refrained from giving public speeches or attacking Chiang hai- 
shek's government. This long silence gave hope to the Soong family 


that they could finally temper Soong Ch'ing-ling and would soon be 
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able to add her name to the list of suoporters of Chiang's regime. 


Afterall, family interest and filial piety were still supreme in China 


22 
and the Nanking government was very much @ Soong property. Therefore 


it was logical at least to the cue that Soong Chting-ling might 
compromise with Chiang after the climax of her anti-Chiang activities 
had passed. 

Suddenly, on August 1, the date of the formation of Red Army 
two years earlier in the Nanchang uprising, Soong Ch'ing-ling shattered 
all the Soong's hope of “taring” her. She sent a cablecram to the 
Anti-Imperialist Leasue in Berlin as a contribution to the Internationa 
Antiewar Day. This cablegram caused as great a consternation to 
Chiang baieshek as if Soong Ch'ing-ling had tried to assassinate hin. 
It stated that: 


“hile the oppressed nationalities today form a soli 

front aseinst irperialist war and militcrisn, the reactionary 
Wanking Government is combining forces with tne Imerialists 
in brutal rezressions against the Chinese masses, ever has 
the treacherous character of the counter-revolutionery 
Kuomintang leaders been so shamelessly exDosed to the world 
as today. Having betrayed tre Uationalist revolution, they 

wave inevitably degenerated into imserialist tools and attempted 


have 
to. preveke war with Russia. But the.Chinese masses, uncaunted 
by repress sion and undeceived by lying pronaganda, will fight 


only on the side of the revolution. Terrorisi =e only 


serve to mobilize still broader masses and strencthen our 25 
determination to triurmh over the vresent bloody reactioneece. 


The Soong family wes thunderstruck and was overwhelmed by this 
breach of farily loyalty. Family pressure was applied to make Soong 
Ch*ing-ling disclaim all responsibility for the cablegran, but she 


maintained her position and would not withcraw the sts itement no matter 
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what her family did to her, At the same time, no newsvapers in China 

was allowed to oublish the cablegram. However, this suppression was 

again frustrated when someone threw handbills with a Chinese version 

of the article from the roof of the Sincere Company, one of the highest 

buildings in the center of Shanghai. When Soong Ch'ing-ling knew of 

that, she said: "“I-feel good inside since I sent that foreorant iby 

was necessary to express myself. ‘hat haopens to me personally a 

a result is not isportent."*¢ 
After sending off the cablegram to the Anti-Imperialist 

League in Berlin, life became more difficult for her in China. Her 

house was carefully guarded and her activities were seriously curtailed. 

Finally, by September, life became so unoearable for her that she 

decided to have another self-inmosed exile in turope. She wanted to 

make her a and her difference with the Nanking leaders as clear 

as possible. She wrote Ae article in the form of imacinary dialogue bet- 

ween herself and Tai Chi-tau RED)» the leader of the lestern Hills 

Cligue and a strong supvorter of the Nanking Government, Tai Chi-tau 

was revorted as saying: 


tGven if the government had er a wistake, you 


hed=no right to speak onenly. You m sta de by vaerty 
discisline. ind the worst of it is ¢ oo the telegran (ie. 
he cablegram on .iugust 1 to the Eten aa Leacue) 


ul . 

is addressed to foreigners. It amounts to discracing the 
government and the people, your own oeople!"” 

hi itici that Soong Chting-ling let the foreigners know the 

his criticism that Soong Cnting-ling Le he fo ener 


“ugly side of China was prevalent among the old-fashioned ninded 


Chinese esnecially those who subscribed to the old Chinese saying 
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that "the shame at home should be hid from outsiders,? 


dialogue: 


To this criticism, Soong Ch'ing-ling replied in the imaginary 


"Regarding party discipline, I do not belong to your 
"party', although I am "indebted" to you for packing my name 
on the central executive comm Lbteeeses Your insinuations 
are insulting.... 10 one considers the Nanking government 
as representative of the Chinese people. I speak for the 
Suppressed masses of China, and your know. The world can 
easily distinguish whether that foreign body to which 
addressed the telegran is friendly or Anis tical to the interests 
of the Chinese nation and the peo: sle 847 


t 


Soong Cating-ling's dialogue went on to warn the Kuomintang meribers 


not to invoke Dr, Sun's name to sanctify their policies, nor to interpret 


Ss ; 5 i abba ee jaan er} Gre rie; se Une e 
Dr. Sun as "an idol, an another Confucius and Saint."70 Tai Chi-tau 


was also 


To this 


quoted to says 


“Have you failed to notice the great progress made 
in every departm nt of the goverment--the reconstruction 

thet is going on, new railway lines oronosed that will trans- 
fozm the communication of the country and relieve the veople's 
sufferings: Are they not worthy achievenents amid_ difficult 
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circumstences and obstacles which confronted us! 


Al 


cuestion, Soong Chting-Ling enotionally replied 


#T have noticed nothing but the wanton killing of tens 


of thousands of revolutionary youths who would one day 
a pets eases TBAB. a8 
eplace the rotuen eens »otning bub the selfish 
Surseglang of the wiliterists for power, notring out extor- 


ri 
ionate taxes upon the oe 5 
denand the absurd, birt 2d ide coven 
vour standard of living. Jl: 1 ardor 
million times higher than tne “averare person, iilitarists 
ane officials who a few years ago 1 knew to be poor, 4re 
suddenly parading about in fine limousines. Do you think 


that if Bre vun vere iving he would approve of such a 
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dy starving masseSeee! Go not 
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odds with her family and wased a battle single-handedly against such 

a powerful government as the Chiang's, she was remarkable and brave 

in the fullest sense of the words, especially i a Chinese background 

where unfortunately, family loyalty had been supreme for thousands 
years. Ever since her marriege to Dr. Sun in defiance of her 

parents, Soong Ch'ing-ling had for many’times proved herself to be 

one who obeyed no one's order but followed her owm conscience. Coming 

from a rich family she had had no experience of poverty until her 


to 


first exile in Surove in 1927. She was remarkable in deciding 
enbark uoon this uneasy and unsteble life of an exile for a second 


time. As in a Chinese saying, “one who could not be bent by poverty 


and Lowliness or be led astray by affluence is genuinely brave." 


‘ 


De. Second Exile an 


According to the study of John Israel, after 1929 there was 
@ growling swing to the left among the students as a result of the Nan- 


4 
; 
53 


king government's indifference to social sufferings. The Jananese 


(ea 
ett} “Re 


eneroachnient in lanchuria in 1931 and the "Nonenolicy” of thiang's 
hastened this process. As a result, youth movewents 
were growing rapidly. Unfortunately, the wanking government replied 
with volice terror, jailings and killing. This period of deve Lomnient 
coincided with the second exile of Soong Ch'ing-ling. Indeed sane 

cut short her exile because she felt she could help the persecuted 


students more by joinine the student movement and b: helping the arrested 


: irae: , ies Sew TOS eS ae 
have a fair trial. Therefore, sne returned to China fron 3erlin. 
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early 1931. Using her uniaue- position, Soong Ch'inceling joined and 
organized student campaigns to “resist the Japanese and save the 
nation.” ifter the Mukden Incident in Sentenoder 18, 1931, she worked 
intensively to organize hospitals for the refugees. Never for a 


moment did she stop opvosing Chianc's passiveness in dealing with 


uppression of the students* patriotic 


ve 


199) 


the Japanese, and his active 


movements. #rustrated by various attempts to olead for a chance of 


policy, Soong Ch'ing-ling, on December 19, 1931, gave out the most 


severe criticism ever against the Kuomintang in an article, entitled 


celles Bes , 
"Phe Zuomintang is no longer a political power.’ In this article 


ng 
not only did Soong Ch* eling unveil the atrocity and terrorisn 


of the iuomintang, she 


S 


so endorsed, implicitly, a socislist revolution 


carried out by another massesupported oarty. She declared: 


* “JT am therefore compelled to declare frankly, that 
Since the Kuomintang....nas failed to carry out the tasks 
d express no sorrow for its 


for which it was created, we ne 


6 spre n or 
downfall. J Tirmly believe thet only a revolution built 
Ss a er 


on mass support and for the masses can ce the powe 

or militarists and politicians, throw off the LES of 

foreign imperialism and truly realize socialism. Jl az 

convat need tnat, despite the terroristic activites carried 
t! :: ver today, millions of 


oe 
Ti11L not shrink from their 
buation facing the country, 
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Gut. DUG. ree so% 
hoon triumchantly toward 
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will intensify the: 
tne goal set Sy the 
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This article was ignored by the wanking government. 
What spurred Soong Ch'ting-ling to a more active role than 
writing articles, orvanizing relief works and student movements was 


the increasing terrorism of the Uanking government. Setween siovenber 


1929. and ifarch 1932, two secret-police organizations , the Bureau of 
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Investigation and Statistics of the Central Committee of the huomintang 


and the Bureau of Investigation and Statistics of the inlitary Affairs 


eA 
c : = ate pie) : 
Cormission (also known 2s the Blue Shirts) were set upe Literally 


thousands of young agitators, not necessarily communists, were put 
into jail and even executed without trial. A joint report by eleven 


university student organizations, headed by the Using Hua Student 


"Since the moving of the canital (ie. the setting uo 
of Nanking government in 1927), nearly 300,000 youths as 
recorted by various nevsvapers were slauchtered. Those 
renorted to be nissing and imprisoned were So many tha 
even recording was innossible. lot satisfying with ki 
they further resort to burial alivese....'- 


t 
lling, 


Soong Chting-ling recognized the limitation of denouncins 
the Kuomintans by articles alone. Something concrete had to be 
done in order to save the thousands of youths who were cut into 
orison “on the flinsiest vretexts and on manufactured evidence, #9 
of Chiang Kai-shek's spies. In December 1932, with the helz 
Lu Hsun, the 


Tsai Yuan-rei, Lin Yu-tang, su Shih, Yang Chuan and 


China Leseue for Civil Rights was organized with Soong Ch'ing-ling 

as chairman. Except Lu Esun and Yang Chuan, all the other leading 
orzanizers of the League were richt-winged intellectuals who had the 
trust of the Kuomintane authorities. This amounted to a clear signal 
to Chiane that the Leacue was not to be taken as an anti-Chiang 
orcanization. Soong Chting-ling took pains to make clesr the aims 


and the nature of the Leacue so that it would gain toleration from 


he Nanking governnent. In the very beginning of the League's 
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manifesto, written by Soong Ch*ing-linz, it stated; 


"It is absolutely necessary to be clear on the character 
of the China League for Civil Rights, The League is not a 
political party. it does not aim to leac the political 
or econonic strugzle of the Chinese masses, and conseauently 
does not aim at lea scepship of the struggle for.the conquest 
of political power. 27 


Furthermore, the mainfesto made clear that the primary concern of the 


League was to helo the innocents; in Soong Chting-ling's words, “the 


‘ HO 
masses of unknown and nameless prisoners.” 


The aims of the Leacue were clearly stated as: 

Lo toriaene for- the Mes 2 of volitical prisoners 
and to fight the system of torture. an 

Ze to have fair trials die fair treatment for all 
political prisoners. 


ake 
ao 
name 


3-e to struggle for civil aia rights of organization, 
seeech, press and assenbly vi 
The comoosition of the organization and the limited platform 


of the China League for Civil Liberties offered no ground for its 
suppression by the tanking government even if the huomintang was 
suspicious of the league. However, Soong Ch'ing-ling was shrewd 
enough to lmow that the Uanking government had the power and will 
to erush the League if it became too much of an embamassment for 
Chiane Naieshek. The only way to guarentee the continuing existence 

of the League was to downgrade its political role but to display 

as much as possible its humanitarian nature, which no Chinese covernnent 
proclairing to rule according to Confucian ethics could openly refute. 
In a press conference in December, she declared, in the vaguest non- 
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colitical term as possible, that the League was for "the advancenent 
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of. human society," and the chief concern was “to assist the masses of 
unknown and naneless politicel prisoners,” 2 

The China League For Civil Rights was cuite effective in 
the months following its formation in December 1932. As a result of 
the Leacue's intervention, many Secon’ student agitators were freed. 
Sometimes, Soong Ch'ing-ling was even able to seek the release of 
Communists, The most notaodle case concerned the release of Liao 
Cheng-chih (son of Liao Chung-kai), Lo Teng-hsian, Chen-keng and two 
others. The group were arrested in the French Concession of Shanghai, 
and were extradicted from the French concession to be put on trial. | 
They were accused of being Communist: Party members and engaged in 


5] iL 


"counter-revolutionary" activities, but the Nanking authority could 
LR 
provide no évidence except the words of police informers. “ith the 


help of the press and picketing students, and with much behind the 


scene arguments with high Kuomintang officials, the accused were 


Soong Ch*inzeling's fight for civil rights was not only 


Being an idealistic revolutionary herself, she 


3 
He 
Gr 
Oo 
t 


embraced all revolutionaries. “hen news about the maltrestie: 
Jews and litersry men by the Uazi storm-trooos reached her, she filed 
a protest against this gross injustice. An article, entitled 
Denunciation of the Persecution of German Progressives and the 
Jewish Feople,” was published in Shanghai. The conclusion of this 


long article was especially illustrative of her disgust of all sorts 
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ef injustice and terror. It stated, rather emotionally: 


"In the name of the human, social and cultural 
advancement of mankind, and in an effort to help vreserve 
the social and cultural achievements of men and movements, 


the China League for Civil Rights protest in the most energetic 


manner against these facts, reports of which are duzlicated 


cs pba = be ast eas, : 3 Ley hts a pene 
in all ithespress of Lurope ‘end America, Ne srotest-acdinst 
this fearful terror acainst the German vorking- elass and 


progressive thinkers, a cates ie 


antellectual and enleare lite 


However, the League's frecuent intervention proved too nuch of 


an enoarrassment to the Nanking covernnent. frofessing to rule according 


to old Chinese ethics, the Uankins government found it difficult not 
to release some of its political prisoners on humanitarian grounds, 
upon the League s intervention. The only way out was to put some of 


the important political »risoners to death inmediately after they 
re arrested, for any open court hearing were bound to lead to 
interventions from the Leacue. This was exactly the case when a 
League of left wing writers was broken up in 1932 in Shanghai, The 
by Lu Esun, Because of his versonal fame, he did 


not receive much shysical torture and was later freed. However six of 


*lesser” writers, including the talented worn novelist, Feng kung, 


<_t 


e to dig their ow graves, were bound and buried alive. Among 


e ° 33 a a} = a ~ oe Tat 
many of her failures, this one saddened Soong Ch*ing-ling most. Later, 


she discussed this with Edgar Snow, and remarked rather sarcastically, 


Cc 


@thot is our Christian Gerneralissino--burying our Dest young peosle 


alive. lLvidently in his Bible studies he has not yet reached the Corin- 


trianSeeee If Dre Sun were alive today, he would disown and 


dissolve the Kuomintang rather than see it used to sanctify 
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the murder of writers and patriots. 


A 


he China League for Civil iights was too embarrassing to enable 


\ 


it to last long. In Novemoer 1934, Dr. Yang Chuan, a western educated 
Scientist and memoer of the China's League for Civil right was assassi- 


nated by a Kuomintang gunman. Lin Yu-tang found out that Yang Chuan 


an 


was actually killed-by Tu Yueheshane's gunmen on Chaing Kai-shek's 


> 


orders. Lin Yu-tang, fearing for nis own life, then resigned from 
the League followed by most of the other members. The League was 


therefore dissolved. Soong Chting-ling was left alone in the fight 


Gee ha 


or civil liberties. ‘While all members of the Leazue remained silent, 


Rebs a 


Poong Ch?ing-ling wrote another article on the death of Yang Chuan, 
saying that torture and killing could never stoo the strucgle for 
freedom, of which orocess, the China League for Civil Rights was 
only a segment. She further declared that the death of Yang Chuan 
could not crush=the eae for freedom, but would inscire more 
dedication for the struggle “until events develon to their logical 


conclusion.” 
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SOONG Cit inG-LIiG 1933-1919 


Mh, Ching jin the early thirties 


> 


The Nationalist government anpesred to enter a low trough 


in the thirtics. The victory over the leftists, the temporary elimination 


of the Communists,and the acparent success of unifiention in the twenties 


presented a strong contrast to the Jananese agerandizement, the famines 


cS 
and the disloczted economy of the thirties. The immediate dif 


Pa) 


f2cing Chiang fai-shek's government was the every growing ambition of 
the Jansnese. Since the Hukden Incident, September 18, 1931, the whole 


nation esvecially the students were sweot into the mood of a military 


Bal 


resistance.,, But Chiang Keaieskek, being the 


. 


chest militory comman= 


der of nis artes, lnew. clearly that a war with the Japanese would 


1 


be disastrous to his goverment. Such a militery confrontetion 


would benefit the alresdy hardepressed Chinese Communists whe would 


receive a reorieve from Chiang Esi-sack's best troops. Chiang hai-snek 
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therefore chose the casiest, yet the most irresvonsidle wey. He turned 
5G eee Rug ae eee + ee ee ee eer Thre 
Lhe tole tnorny ianchurian problem over to the League of wwenzons. ine 


ailure of the Leacue to izcose any effective sanctions unon th 
eression exsosed the weskness of Chiang Kei-shek's nolicy. 


Soong Chting-ling in 1933, in an article entitled “-orkers of 


te 


China, Unite!", ridiculed Chiang's useless appeal to the Learue. 


he statcd that as long as the. nowers' interests in China were not 
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challenged directly by the Japanese, the League would give Janan a 


freeenand in her military ventures in China, Therefore, Chiang's 


1 
i 


turning to the powers f 1elp was not only traitorous but a useless 


policy. Cnina should look inside herself for an effective resistance 


R 


ne workers and t 


oo 


veal sourees of strength. 
Vhat emsarrassed Chiang hai-shek more were the Japanese 

actions after the anchurian Incident. Leste inl932, to avenge the 
antieJapanese boycott anc antieJaranese derionstrations, the Japanese 
sought to cuieten the »rotestors by a show of force in Shanghai. To 
oursue further her interest, Janan occupied Jehol in 1934 and threatened 
to detach the five northern srovinces from China to create a Jorth 
China autonomous stebe.. the fact thet Chiang Keieshek wes unwilling 

to fight Javan, left him no cucice but to concede to Japanese deviands.? 
Sy a series of treaties, the Tang':u in 1933 and the Ho-Umetsu of June 


1935, Chiang Eai-shek cave uc oractically all. whet the Japanese had 


the autonomous state o 
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Chava. oven the vital Uonei and the Chanar provinees were under 
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Japanese tilitary contrel. n 1935, the “anking goverauent officially 
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sereed to prohibit strikes in Japanese ractories lest tney jeopardize 


the “friendly reletionshin” between Unina and Japan. the student body 


in China was infuriated by this policy of concession. ‘Student denon- 


strations were common in the ecrly and middle thirties, Under the 


cretext that the demonstrations were Cormunist ins: “ired, the ationalist 
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goverment did not hesitate to use armed troops to suppress these 
demonstrations. The most famous case was that of the December ?ineth 


(1935) movement, which the Communist now view as the turning point 


of the resistance movement.” Desvite the presence of troops armed 


with machine-guns and the Blue Shirts, the all powerful secret police, 


4 a 


the students demanded a united effort to resist the Japanese. Chiang 


Kai-shek expressed that nis "heart" was pained by these students who 


~ ~ . . 5 7 a . 
had “fallen prey to Communism"? and the Blue Shirts soon extended 


the “white terror” from the Cozmunists to the pursuit of all those 
who criticized the regime, especially intellectuals and students in 
the universities. -lowever, Chiang's allegation that the December 9th 
tlovenent and other student movenents in the thirties were Communist 


inspired appeared groundless. Sven the Communist farty, which was 
apt to claim credit for such movements, lament 
to lead such an inportent steno toward national awakening, 2s the 


December 9th movement.  .ao wrote of this event, “the strancest thing 
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Long before the students’ demancs in December, 1935, for an 
. F 4) ‘ 
all out effort to resist Javan, similar demands for unity and for the 


cessation of the civil war in order to confront Japan 
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been advocated by the Chinese communists and by Soong Ch'ting-ling. 
\ 1 


siter a symbolical declaration of war against Japan in April 1932, the 


Kiangsi Soviet followed this up by a formal proposal, signed by Mao 


indicating their willinecness to make an 
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ner non-communist groups to save China from Jananese 
This proposal soon materialized into an anti-Japanese 
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Wilitery alliance between the Ned irmy, Feng Yu-hsiang OB EAR 
this, to the eimoarrassient of the Nationalist government, the hove 
of the common seosle for a cease fire between the Communists and the 


Netionalist government ran hich. 
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Soong Chtins-ling, however, was snrewd enovgh to know tha 
the Kuomintang would not agree to a cease fire while it remained 
militarily the stronger party. Therefore, wnat Soong Chtingeling had 
he masses": the workers and 


the peasants. This Unitedyront of the masses would bring concerted 
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United-sront acainst the Javanese. Soong Ch*ing-ling urged ihis 


prelininary"United-Front of the masses"to demand the following from 
the government as a first step for the formation of a national united- 
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3. democratic-rights, including free speech, free press, 


Paenu On assembly and organization be sranted, torture 


nae cilling of revolutionaries be ceased; 
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he Lommunist occupied areas be stopped.” 


It was clear to everyone that the Kuomintang would not conoly 
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with these four demands i 
broposed the following “tectics" to put pressure on the Kuomintang. 


2@ must organize in every factory, every sch 
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Front of the nasses" had anotner function besides forcing the tuomin- 
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Cbyicusly, “trescherous allies of imperialism stood 


privileged classes, the unjust system and practices that helved sustain 
the imperialist interests.in China. Therefore it shovld be clear that 
What Soong Ch*ing-ling nad in wind was a UnitedPront fron below for 
both a national “salvation azainst the powers and a social and 
political, revolution which would give freedom to the peovle, which 

xe eventual overthrow of the Kuomintang government. 


Besices) 1 effect on the Chinese 


if"ingeling also actively 
organized various conferences in the Frenen Concession in Shanghai. 
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Conmittee against imperialist lar, a leftist organization which grew 


ongress held at amsterdam in August 1932. In 


a statement she issued a month pricr ‘to the convention, she made 
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show-up at the meeting to “the terror and interference of the imperialist 


my 
and Kuomintang authorities .#-2 


Nevertheless, this poorly attended Anti-war Congress on 


September 30, 1933 provides us with substantial information to show 


+ fal 
ote 


the changes in the nolitical thinking of Soong Chting-ling. In her 


main address to the Anti-war Congress, she analyzed the world situation 
strictly along the line of Communist ideology. She regarded the 
critical situation in the world as the result of the cavitalists' 


nl 


+ — 
1 


"redivision of world markets and capitalism would fail because it 


had "brought forward the class destined to sm2sh it--the proletariat” 
The war-like situations in 1933 marked the “birth of a new system of 
socialism’. +5 Although her analysis of the world situation and her 
knowledge of larxism meht seem naive and shallow, such an address, 
dotted with harxist terminology, represented auite a departure fron 
Soong Chtine-Line's vrevious utterances couched in 5un Yatesen's ideas. 


[t can be assumed therefore that in 1931, she was completely on the 


Side cf tne left. 


Besides analyzing the vorld situation, she also ridiculed 


=e 
the idea, »revalent among the Kuomintang officials, that Japan was 


too strong for China to take on in 1933. She said, “armies are not 


: is 
the only decisive factor, ideas also have a role to nlay’. Coviously, 


Soong Ch*ting-ling did not believe that Japan would be able to conquer 


China 
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Chinese Communist Farty at this time was still unclear. There is no 
question that she had regarded the Chinese Communists as the true 
inheritors of Sun Yat=sen's ideas. But whether she had worked in the 
thirties as a spokesman of the Chinese Communists, especially in the 
struggle for a United-Front is debatable. The most concrete evidence 
that Soong Ch'ingeling worked in close conjunction with the Chinese 
Communist party in this period is a six-point program for a resistance 
war against Japan, which she and Ho Usiang-ning issued on April 20, 


1934. This six-point vrosram was entitled the "Basic Frogram of the 


Te haat De 


Chinese feovle for righting Japan", a publication of the Council of 


1 


the Chinese peosle for Self-Defense, which Soong Ch'ing-ling had 


ral 
pe, 


chaired and organized with a group of the former Left-Kuomintang 


17 


members. This article called upon the Chinese people to launch a 


"holy war"! against Javan and to confiscate Japan's two billion worth 


lf 


Q 


2 Pee: 18 av : , : : 
of investments in China. The strange thing is that this article 


published by Soong Chting-ling was collected as a party document by 
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- ai ts 
a Communist historian in an official publication in 1951.” Even 


Mao Tse-tune hinted that this six point program was really a Cormunist 
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declaration, issued under the signature of Soong Ch'ingeling pecause 


: : A ee PRE ete el 5 em OS 
reater influence in areas held by the luomintan: But some 


scholars, such as “hanti Swarup, are quick to voint out the asic 
difference betieen Soong Ch'ing-ling's article and the official one 
that the Chinese Communist oublished ten days earlier. ‘While botn 


documents called for gcneral mobilization and tacitly, for the first 
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time, did not hint at the overthrow of the Kuomintang as a goal of 

the United-Front Soong Ch'ing-line's article, differed sharvly from 

the Communist document, in urging the people to develon "friendly 

relations”, at least temporarily, with other imperialist powers which 

had maintained a “benevolent neutrality” in the Sino-Japanese conflict.“4 
The truth, likely, is that by 1934, the Chinese Communists, 

as well.as Soong Ch'ting-ling, recognized the futility of advocating 

2 united-front from below at this critical time. Also, the benevolent 

attitude of other imperialists would be very much needed if the united- 

front was to be effective against the Jananese. But it would be ene 


barrassing to the Communists to advocate such a policy. frrobably, 
aS an expedient, Soong Ch'ing-ling, iii had maintained a steady under- 
standing with,the Chinese Communists, was asked to author the document. 
It is also save to assume that Soong Ch'ting-ling would not allow her 
name to be signed to a docunent with which she did not agree. Jt is 
interesting to note that Soong Ch'ing-ling had abandoned her idea of 
a@ United-front from below for the sake of reality; and advocated 
instesd a Uoited-Front both from below and above. 

The six-point prozram issued by Soong Chting-ling immediately 
drew reaction fron the chief editor of the liehi-Nichi Shimbun, 4 
leading Japanese newsnaner in Shanchai. ie sent Soong Uhting-ling 
a letter, charging that the six-voint declaration was “an intrigue 
born of discontent with the Jananese nolicy of the wanking government, 


ae 
aimed at achieving your ambition of an alliance with Sovict .ussia.” 
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To this accusation, Soong Chting-ling: revlied that "it was not necessary 
b] mS) oO (ie) x 
for any patriotic Chinese to look further than Yangtzepoo and Liangwan 
to realize the real inport of Janvan's hynocritically and oiovsly uttered 
i £ - uv pt 
desire to maintain peace in the Far Hast.) She also stated with irony 


that “some true and best representatives of the Japanese neovle” were 


2 
23 
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members of the Council of the Chinese veoole for Self-Defense. 
Soong Ch'ing-ling's six-point program also gave a great 


stinulation to the student movements whicn had remained vartially 


fal oye 


manmt since the creation of two secret police organizations by the 


Wationalist government in 1°29 and 1932. The resirth of student 


tte 


‘ter the Decexiber Ninth . movement in 1934 


4 
7 


moverients, especially a 


Sy te 9 gan, Ina 4 aA Seta ata 1, 
in turn, nac great impact unon th 


A 


levelonnent of the Unitedelronte 


1) 


The students were quick to organize conferences and discussion groups 
advocating a united effort to fi 
Further Japanese incursions into North China in the following year led 
to a proliferation of student organizations similar to the Council 


of the Chinese Feoole for Self-Defense, and in 1936, all these various 


ahaha ey ont ae Ge Le Se ee orate OC sis pS ar eM J 
organizations were grouned together. into the National Salvation 
Si eee as) a out cerester or Par me Pe PE TAME Dai REN eer SE EE grr IS WA 
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maxinun influence with the public. iaturally, Soong Uh*ing-ling, 
being the idol of the students, was elected to the sxecutive Cormittec 
of the A11-China Federation of ational Salvation Associations. 

eee 


This student based Jictional Salvation :issociation turned out 


to be an invaluable asset to the Comiunist Because the huomintans 
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remained unresponsive to the students' pleas for a united-front, they 


began to shift more and more to the left and eventually accepted the 
Chinese Communist Farty as a spiritual leader in the national salvation 
The greatest shortcoming of the Nationalist government was 
their total incomprehension of the mood of the peoole. imbarrassed 
by the ever growing demand for a United-Front, the istionalist govern- 
ment tried to quiet the students and the writers through imorisonment. 
In November, 1935, seven Leading members of the lational Salvation 
.ssociation were arrested for aes persistant advocacy of a united- 
front against Japan. ‘These seven leaders vere charged with Communist 
activities, a crime which could pring death. The “Seven Gentlemen's 
case,’ the name attributed to the arrest, immediately initiated a new 
round of denunciation of the National government, and the seven men 
were widely regarded as martyrs. Soong Ch'ing-ling considered the 
arrests to be inspired by the Japanese authorities in -anking, because, 


according to her, the Shanghai 


laa 


Jainichi, (a Japanese newspaper) had 
L 


prior knowledge of the arrest.” In a statement published on November 
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nature of the Uational Salvation association 
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"is neither pro-Communist nor anti-Government’; and its sole aim ‘is 
i1ir political beliefs 
or party affiliations, for a national war of liberation? In, this 
way, she tacitly indicated that the charge of Cormmunist activities 

He 


laid on the ‘5 svenGentlemen” had no basis at all. In July, 1937, 


Soong Chting-ling organized a “sit-down strike” in the Kiangsu High 
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Court in Soochow. She led a groun of eleven youths to the comoound 
and asked to be arreste:) because they showed similar “belief and 


behavior” to the Seven Gentlenen. 


By the end of 1935, the war between the Chinese Communis 
and the Kuomintang had undergone a dramatic change. Chiang Kai-shek, 


with the help of German military advisers led by General Von Seeckt, 


fal 


and with the support of aircraft and artillery, finally drove the 


+ 


Chinese Communists out from Chingkanshan. The Red arsy embarked on 
the famous Long liarch to Shensi, They arrived a year later in October, 
1935, with scarcely 20,000 soldiers left, about a fifth of the total 

number that head begun the Long Larch. Desvite the turning of the 

sesles, the Chinese Communists in Shensi were safer than before. 

North China had never been under the direct military control of the 


7 3 


Kuomintang, although in theory, the whole of China had been united 
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under the Kuomintang rule since 1923. in other words, the well-ecuinped 


o 


and well-trained troops of Chiang -ai-shek could no longer be used to 
ficht the Communists. Chiang had to rely on Chang lisueh-liang's horth- 
east lrmy 2nd Yang du-chene's Vorth-west .rmy for the suppression of 


he Cormunists. Chang Usteh-liang was made the Deputy vormander-in- 


chies for the suppression of the Comuvnists, but his troops were mostly 


Vanehurian neasants, and hac long been discontented with Chiang saie 


- oe 7 
snek's policy of non-resistane to the Japanese. ven Uhtiang Hsuen- 
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lisng was sympathetic to the Communist plea for a United-Ffront. In 
, ral a sy ) <yes > 

the sumer of 1935, without the knowledge of Chiang “ai-shelk, he had 
Ze. 


gone to Yenan to hold talks with Chou En-lai. Since then, there was 


a secret understanding between Chang lstieh-liang and the Chinese 
Conmmists. lighting between the tyvo armies were but shows put. on 
for Chiang hai-shek. Chiang was dissatisfied with Chane “suen-liang's 
poor results in communist suppression and flet to “ian in December, 
1935, to orcanize an extermination campaign egainst the Communists. 
There; he was taken orisoner by Chang Usueh-liang “in order to sersuade 
Chiang taieshek to subscribe to the united-front policy. Thouzh the 
this “military persuasion” still remains murlqy, the Sian 
incident resulted in a sort of modus viyendi between the vhinese 


Communists and the “uomintang for a joint effort against Japan. The 
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concrete sign of the temporary truce between the tio enemies 


was the abolition of the Bandit Suooression Ueadcuarters in Sian on 


Januery 6, 1937.7! Talks between Chou En-lai and T.V. coong, who 
renresented the .ationalist ¢ vernnent pecan soon after Chiang haie 
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return to “Nanking. Sut orogress on the United-Frontvas still 


Ae A eee (Gumeanen a eeee cee. a a ee 
Slo, even a@lvsr tne COMMUNLSLE party gave Lour ic 


Pepruary, 10. viz? 
» cease all efforts to overthrow the -ational Governments 


2, Nenane the Soviet Government as the government of the “snecial 


resion of the Renublic of Chinas; and the ited .rmy would be re- 
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36 a democratic system of government based on universal suffrage 
would be instituted in the special regions; and 

4, confiscation of landlords' land would be stopped. 

The slow »rogress in the realization of a solid. wited-front 


worried Soong Ch‘ing-ling. Taking the opportunity of a meeting of 


the Plenum of the iif ixecutive Committee in FPebrurary 18, she travelled 


to ilanking and delivered a blistering attack on the Kuomintang's half- 


n3 


heartedness in a speech addressed to the Third Flanning Session. The 
attack was directed at Chiang Kaieshek's policy of internal pacification 
berore resistance. She said: 


"Now ridiculous it is to hear today the antiquated theory 
hat first we must suppress the Conrmunists and then resist 
apanese aggression! nnall we go to war with one arm broken? 
“le have had ten years of experience in civil wars, when the 
country's energies have been wasted on internal oueas and 
the counvry devasted while Japanese militarists were slicing 
off one piece after another of our terr citol V¥iwe & LLUULS “eulcent 
that Chinese must not Tight. against their omm brothers. They 
know it is against the interest of the nation. very ae 
conflict can and must be solved veacefully and amicably. 

There must be no civil wars. There must be peace and unity. 
Ne must soeedily build uo Chinese national defence against 
foreign agecression."<7 


Soong Chting-ling followed uo this attack with another tivo 
months later wken no concrete steps of reconciliation had been taken 
after the end of the civil war. This time, she attacked the wew 
Life Movenent, the cultural policy which the lationalist government 
devised in 1934: as a competitive program to combat the influence of 


the Communist ideology among the peasants. The movenent's primary 


aim wes to seek revivel of the Confucian ethics as the basis of a 
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stable social and political order. In "Confucianism and Modern China", 
Soong Ch'ing-ling denounced the government's policy as a “fruitless 
and futile’ attempt “to turn back the clock of history” and was purely 
reaction disguised as concern for social order, She therefore pro- 
posed to replace the ew Life Movement by “a great campaign to improve 
hry: ; . Sree Po 
people's livelihood through the improvement of methods of production,.® 
Meanwhile all disputes between the Communists and the Kuorin- 


tang, and between the Kuomintang and Soong Chting-ling were swent 


aside when the Japanese began their large scale war on China on July 7; 


De Soons Ch'ing-line durine the Var of sistance 1937-1945 

4s the old wounds between the Nationalist government and 
all her critics were temporarily healed by the Japanese attack the 
Lukouchiao (larco Polo Bridge), Soong Chting-ling also stopped her 
attack on the government. She even praised Chiang Kai-shek for 
stopping the civil war at the most critical hour.?! In many articles, 
she stressed the spirit of unity that prevailed during the first 
year of the ware 4 consistent theme of all her articles and speeches 
written in the beginning three years of the war was the final 
“victory” of China, These articles were clearly to instill confidence 
in the Chinese neople, even though China suffered severe. losses in 
nearly every encounter with the Japanese armies, “China Unconcuerable" 


was a typical earmle of her articles in this period. in this Long 


.acviat aluateedt hii 

"ogy fae baning DM te sien nly | 

. Cheney een bd yoked ea - - 
* pie oreathesat a * sabe 

in Oe wana ey as bey 

en ages, +) Haro , vidi 

vthail ae ere katana i 
ee eo Mims 7 

3 eRe a. » bata obi as | 


i) adil 


Ae 
Pp i aa 


i Es se.» Apis Nie 


eg es hace | 
f watt ab Hone Giant Ae se Bt _ oe one fe _ 


ied, ae, ill "one glk ety pond: carpe od ax node beg pee ee 


. , : ; 
sidhiaeel mo 0) chang by CETMicE mem: ry reee ore met te Mwaogokelt i! , 
I pated F4. sg, pyar: * se aang WUVe WT gpds) i . eld ah ui 

Lata rote baa gills othe agg yaw. Toda eater asus a Pear 
7 Bias, nels’ 4 ae Se apa ‘yb: sae, a2 aiites is fasigys ® aan mS a a i. 
a, 4 a - i A | 
= - ¥: _ : it a 
ri ‘ r > ig: 
al | fa ly 
“y o) vo) Ss ; 7 ey 


69 


article, written in August, 1937, she gave an extensive survey of Japan's 
economic and social structure and concluded, 

"Japanese economic and social conditions are not robust 
enough for a long war, -ind certainly, the Japanese militarists 
cannot hope to conquer China in a war of short durationeeece. 
With the spontaneous desire of the Chinese peonle to mobilize 
themselves, with China's immensely vast territory, FECK 2H 
natural resources, with a copulation of 475,000,000 people, 
the might of sapen becomes &@ mere paper tigerees.ee China 
could not be defeated even if she had to fight Japan single- 


1 lal 


Her faith in the final victory was amazing in view of the fact that 
nearly all the vital vorts and the coastline fell into Japanese hands 
anvonly a few month's tine. 

Even before the United-front took definite shape in =ugust 
1937, Soong Ch'ing-ling had already plunged into the war effort. In 
August and Sedtember, she journeyed to Canton to promote woren's 
patriotic associations and began to integrate then into the war effort, 
heloing them and directing them to organize various medical units, 
relief organizations and orphanacese In her svadc work of organizing 
the traditionally passive women into the war effort, Soong Ch*ing- 
ling received much help from the elderly, but more experienced, io 
Hsiangening (ime. Liao Chung-kai) who, at the age of sixty-four, 
had organized the Kuomintang “omen's Department. 

After Shanghai fell to the Japanese in liovember, 1937, Soong 
Ch'ing-ling went to ‘long Kong and organized one of the most important 
organizations for the war effort. In June 1938, with hel» fron many 


friends, such as Edgar Snow, she orsanized the China Defense Leacuee 
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To symbolize the [tiT- CCP United-Frront, the organization included 
nany Kuomintang dignitaries, such as TeV. Soong. The League's inten- 
tion was to vrovide a centralized organization for the most needed 
war zones. The league was most effective in obtaining funds from 
overse2s Chinese and the China Aid Council in the United States. Hany 
foreign nedic2l teams went to serve in the Communist bases through 
the intermediary of the League. Dr. Norman Bethune was one of the 
more notable cases. 

During her almost four years in Hong Kong, from June 1933 to. 
December 1941, she kept a steady contact with the Chinese Communist 
Party through Ho Hsiang-ning's son and daughter, Liao Chteng-chih and 
Liao liengensing, botn of whom were Cormunists. Therefore, she recognized 
more of the needs and grievances of the Chinese Communists. Also, 
she knew, as early as the end of 1933, that her confidence in the 
United-front was totally unfounded. Her early jubilant declarations 
of the hard-won unity, such as "all internal conflicts have ceased 
voluntarily; all dissension have also disappeared before the threat 


32° 7 at 
of foreign ageression,'”“/? were almost to be the direct opposite 


In early 1939, the United-Frront was completely dead except 
in name. The United-Front being an expedient forced uson the lationalist 
goverment by the cavture of Chiang Kai-shek, never took’ root as 


integral part of the Nationalist policies. In fact, Chiang aieshek 


never chanced his view of the Communists. “hen the prestige of the 
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Cormunists rose considerebly and the territory increased, they again 
became the number one enemy of the wationalists. After all, an internal 
eneny is more dangerous than an external one. in fact, Chiang Kai-shek 


would have been happy to see the Communists destroyed by the Japanese, 


something he was never able to doe In 1939, Chiang Kai-shek imposed 


a blockade on the Cormunists. Tis best troons were massed to blockade 


the Red Army bases, in the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsha Border region, hoping 
that the Conrmunist excansion would be curbed. ‘Whether this would 
benefit the anti-Japanese war effort was only secondary. Soon» the 
military and medical supplies to which the Chinese Communists were 
entitled according to the agreement of the United-rront, were cut off. 
sedical donations, ear-ricarked for the Conmunists by various volunteer 
orcanizations, were confiscated.on various grounds. The most famous 
case wes the canyuan Confiscation which became one of the symools of 


co 


r- . ant: oy.8 Wet. * b) 34 
the Kuomintang's betrayal of the United-Front during tne war.” 


x Later 
even physicians who volunteered to go to tie "red" areas were denied 
aecess.. shen the China Defense Ler ue sent Dr. Emrin Kirch to reolace 
Dr. Norman Bethune who died of blood poisoning in 1939, he was turned 
back by blockading avwies. 2? ALL these uncooperztive activities of 

he Nationalist government and the oppressive hounding of students 
and leftists after 1939 did not escave the notice of Soong Ch'ing-ling, 
who becane convinced that the honey moon between the Kuorintang and 


the communists was over. The Kuomintang had indeed reverted to its 


old reactionary policies toward dissenters, 
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Criticisms of the [uomintang again appeared in Soong Chting- 
ling's articles and speeches. Her criticisms of the Kuomintang were 
aimed at dissuation of the government, and her war efforts gradually 
geared to help out the hard-pressed Communists. In peat: throughout 
the years of the war of resistance, he most memorable work, and the 
most distinguished work of Soong Ch'ing-ling was her efforts to pre- 
Serve this precarious United-Frront. This was especially the case after 
1939 when she was disillusioned with the sincerity of the government's 
desire to defeat the foreign aggressor. tievertheless, her criticisms 
of tne government were "mild" comparing with those she made before 
the war, lest they would further endanger the fragile “unity between 


he government and the Chinese Cormunist Party. Though many of her 


criticisms were couched in allusions, her disillusionment with the 
eovernment seems clear, 
The first indication of her dissatisfaction with the conditions 


of the United-ront, come in a speech delivered before a gathering of 


wornen in Hong Kong on International “omens Day on March 8, 1939. The 


article was entitled "An anpeal for aid to Partisan Fighters.” er 


anneal to eid the nartisen fickters 2lone amounted to an allusion 

that the Communists did not obtain the full share of supplies that 

they were entitled to according to the terms of the United-iront. 

After outlining the fact that the main force of Japan was not engaging 
the llationalist ermmies, but was fighting the Cormunist partisan fighters, 


. 


she went on to espouse the importance of the United-rront. She said, 
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"This unity is the chief obstacle that our enemy has 
to face, and the Tokyo militarists know it. Time and again, 
they and their agents have tried to weaken our resistanceee. 
by cunning offers of “comoromise™, the real aim of which 

ie: is the subjugation of our beloved country. They have tried 
to split us by creating dissensions among us and by trying 
to revive those which existed in the past by provoking i 
differences between the Kuomintang and Cormunist parties 239 


By saying that Janan had tried to revive the differences between the 
Kuomintang and the Conmunists, she underscored the existence of re- 
newed differences between the two nartners of the United-Front. Also, 
by indicating that the unity was the chief obstacle to Japan's victory 
Soong Chting-ling subilely pointed out that those in the Kuomintang ° 
heirarchy who cared to revive the difference betizeen the Communists 
hag, in fact, fallen »rey to Japan"*s plot. 


ae 


But the greatest danger to the United-Front was the political 
of the Pniae of China. By the end of 1939, 170 yeers after the 
beginning of the war, doubt began te be felt as to the prospect of Japan's 
victory over. China.. The question soon arose in the minds of many 
of the Kuomintang officials of what would become of the relations 


between the Kuormintang and the Communist Yarty after the war. 


ineresse in orestige and strength of the Chinese Communist Party in 


the war nrecinitated the question whether China would "go rec” after 

the war. The Mationalist government leaders were not so naive to 
believe that the Cormunists would ever discard their ideal of socializing 
Chinae So a contest of cower with the Communists was a real prospect. 


Tf the Hationelists were unable to annihilate the weaker Communist 
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Farty before the war, it would be even more difficult to take on the 

Communists after the war with Japan. Therefore, by 1939, to curd 

the growth of the Communists was at least as high a priority to the 

IMT as to fight against the Japanese. A military blockade was imposed 

around the “liberated areas” held by the Communists, Uarrassment 

extended to forcing the Chinese Red Cross ledical Relief Corps not 

to treat Communist soldiers.’ Critics and those who dared to voice 

the true state of affairs were imorisoned. Even a neutralist, such 

as Dr. Ha Ying-chu (B49), * the noted economist from Yale University, 

was arrested for revealing the messy financial situation of the governs 
Be PF i : : r & Bane : 

ment. ALL these ominous signs deeply worried Soong Chting-ling. 

The breaking of the United-Front at this time would undoubtedly hurt 

the war effort. To prevent this, it wes necessary to calm the fear 

of the Kuomintang leaders. 

Seong Chting-ling not only constantly reminded the Kuomintang 
leaders of the importance of the United-Front during the war of resis- 
tance, but she went one step further by advocating an ideal political 
system after the war. ‘“‘when China "ins", an essay she published in 
1939, was the most revresentative view on the ideal political syster. 

8 eeetne unity of the Chinese nation in the present 
struggle will continue after our victory in s united effort 
for national reconstruction and the realization of the San 
itin Chuel, the Three People's Frinciples of Sun Yatesen, 
which the kmomintang and the Communists recognize as a conmon 


national program. 3 


Then she went on to say that the republic formed after the war would 


“ ' a fies 
i ; 7 7 : + 
7 i we < 
‘ é . ! 
ws A 7 : i 

Fi fog ey } 

: 

i ‘ “a | 


apis te Mahe Set ene Pibinis« et ila “7 
' : 7 * Wy - Asal an A a" 
cal ( ec ‘ Gre oy Wits * 7) Fade abae tae 7 7 ‘ 
ad . ; Pree oly aul Sia 
wie f i 


ae ten, %, 


ia 


; i rf ‘ ' 
Liste cinatica sea» ee Oe 
it x ie =. 


taeda ion rian te pie 2 Nag a0) -_ | 
cee St an eae haste jee eh 
(aha A ie Pe re 
‘Siam Gas ieee Serer ia 
ened! di, Pelee a ae oe tie Bou Sik” atte) srmet. 


: ‘ F t . : pre ee 


§ 3 eat, ¢' Ce Tee | ivi Jer ne ang asaneeal ais bs eit 


e297 Ts aes ne 2 “ted ~ it +. Lateeey . sera ween: na md gpg < 
~ rd 7 ' : hae y ek ‘ 


a nes $6 es R =i eter SD hiss ek a «| wh TOdSK | 
, er oe fe ; h : i) 
ne mt | ay 


re 
ae 
A 


- 4 =| 
rt A 


- 
+ 


ie: ie ; PeuP ee) a. a 4 ae 7 : : F af 
Le ee Ragan! a ee ee by lp Diab 1 0% Goa Git vat ERR 
- aa 2 4 Pe 1 - 7 
— ow po 7 aA ; 0 = pat ee 
Peareay 6.2 ct fukn cual 4p, Te ales wldeagah Se 


ay » ao he Tb Or ap are ais ios Fa als af Pr 4 

ih wo 2 beled lems = ve SE aaeues | fiwds 7% 

Sty a ade = "2 29." "iatigees an\* Len? a aye ‘+i. 
ame oe Move .iyagrect Dey Ree pears Drew, aye Baked 

a“ ss - | iM aan x ue io emnaee isit sae ~ = 


ve Che oe Ps ee pa oe a boo bie eth 


be a democratic one, with the central government responsible to a 
broadly elected National Assembly. The relations betieen the central 
government and the provinces would be drastically changed, and the 
provinces. be nomore than administrative divisions. This arrangement 


was clearly designed to curb the revival of warlords. The armies 
would also be reorganized and its numbers severely Aen ree 
With hindsight, Soong Chting-ling's “democratic republic” 
was merely a product of wishful thinking. The Kuomintang wes not 
prepared to adopt any form of government which would curtail its 
power, The Chinese Communist rarty was equally umrilling to accept © 


any volitice1 program which would not eventually give them ultimate 


power to socialize China. But since Soong Chting-ling was, at tha 
B > & oS b ] 
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time, the unofficial go-between between the Kuomintang and the Communist 


Party, this democratic republic gave an imoression that it was really 


fant 


whet the Cormunist had envisaged after the war. China would not 


od Whether 


"eo Red in some sudden, violent and mysterious fashion." 
this article of Soong Ch'ing-ling did indeed calm the Kuomintans's 
fear of the “red” menace is difficult to assess, However the intent 
of this article was undoubtedly to preserve the United-rront or at 
least to delay its total collapse at this critical time. 

But the relations between the Chinese Communist rarty and the 
Kuomintang continued to deteriorate. In 1939, not only was there a 
growing retreat from the freedoms of the beginning of the war, but for 


the Kuomintang tightened the rerression by passing a series of acts, 
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mainly to hamstring the activities of the Chinese Cormunist Party. 
They were: 

(a) leasures to restrict the Activities of \lien Parties; 

(b) Measures to deal with the Communist Problem; 

(c) Measures for guarding against Communist activities in 
the Jananese occunied ardue see 

By early 1940, pronouncements of the tio parties became 
increasingly bitter and accusatory. The New Fourth Army Incident 
of January 19441, when the Kuomintang army of about 30,000 annihilated 
the unprepared 5000 strong New Fourth irmy of the Communists was a 
bombshell in the already strained KiT-CCP relationshi», Accusation 
from both sides in the months following becatie more and more severe. 
It looked as though the United-front would collapse in any time and 
open conflict between the two parties would resume. Soong Ch*ing- 
ling could wait no longer. In Cctoper 1941, when she was still in 
Hong Kong, occupying herself with the affairs of China's Defense 
League, she gave out one of the most severe criticism on the iuomintang 


7 x 


since the beginning of the war. As usual, her criticism of the kuomin-e 


tang was set out ina long article, entitled “China Needs More 


Democracy which was ironically dedicated to the "National Anti-Japanese 


9) 


United-rront.” 


1 be a ‘ : 
‘2 She blamed the military conflicts between the 
Kuomintang and the Chinese Cormunist Party on the lack of "democratic 


: a ad) 4 
representation....in the administration of the war," "" and therefore 


all sorts of disputes must be solved by resorting to violence. Since 
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the ivomintang was the ruling party and Chiang iiai-shek was the General- 
issino, this accusation was undoubtedly another way of saying that 
Chiang Kai-shek's dictatorial solicy caused the open conflicts between 
the two parties. Also, Soong Ch'ing-ling went on to refute the Kuomin- 
tang's most handy reason for not granting military democracy, that it 


1 a 


would hinder military efficiency. She stated: 


"Chinats Lack of democracy is valuable only to fifth 
columnists and poten ntial compromisers and 2DPCASETS By no 
stretch of the imagination could the granting of democratic 


rights impede China's prosecution of the war. On the contrary, 
our people overwhelmingly susport the struggle against Japan, 
and hence, the suppression of their initiative is definitely 
harmful. or the sake of war, for the sake of the United-Front 
that makes our resistance possible, our countrimen and our 
friends aproad should support the demana for increased democracy 
in our country.9 

But Soong Chting-ling's criticism had practically no effect on the ul. 


The relation betizeen the 10:1 and CCF continued to worsen. 
The Jananese attack on Pearl Harbour in 1941 had also implica- 


tions for China. The -merican involvement in Asia precluded any 
Japanese victory and would definitely shorten the war, Therefore, 
the final contest between the is-T and the CCr assumed sone sort of an 
immediete reality. The reason why an all-out contest between the tuo 
parties did not develop at this tine’ was perhaos because neither 
party wanted to bear the responsibility for the “crime” of breaking 
the unity, especially when the war was still going on. ‘Soong Ching- 
ling was greatly discouraged by the prosvect of a civil war. for the 


oo 


remaining years of the war, sne continued her criticism 03 
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government especizlly for its lack of democracy, which she thought was 
the root of all disnutes. In every speech she delivered and in every 
article she wrote in-the remaining years of the war, she talked of a 
constitutional government based on democratic election, as the first 
step for a national reconstruction, She also criticized nearly all 
aspects of the Nationalist social, economic and political policies. 
In 1944, when the American Vice-president, lenry 1. “lallece, visited 
Chungking, the war time capital, Soong Ch'ting-ling personally told 
him about the “undemocratic conditions” and the corruotion of the 


) 


government. Also her various encounters with the Kuomintang government 
in tne war yerrs led the .merican am 19aSs ador in Chungking to report 
in 194) thet there was “nue; private comment among indevendent Chinese 


and some minor officials” about the ‘repressive methods to stifle 


BS 


opposition, suszicion of all elements considered critical of the 


Kuomintang and centralization of power in the hands of the Central 


7 


Goverment.’ But “no Chinese of any importance has dared to voice 


publicly even by imclication to the existence of such conditions 


7 a 
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Henry “allace*s visit to China led to a series of smerican 
mediation efforts betieen the Kuomintang and the Chinese Cormunist 
Party. The first was undertaken by liajor General ratrick J. Curley 


and then Lt. General lbert ©. “edeneyer and General Marshall. How- 
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ever, all these missions failed miserably. The crux of the difference 


! 


between the iat and the CCP was revealed as early as 1944, in a meeting 


between Chiang vai-shek and ‘allace. Chiang hai-shek demanded no less 
than conplete control of the Communist army and its territories in 
return for the grant of volitical amnesty and the right to continue 

to exist as a political party.‘ But the Communist Party was deter- 


mined not to turn over its territories nor the administration of the 


Red Army to the central government, unless the Jational sovernment 


and tne Hatvional 1ilitvary Council were reorganized to accommodate 
es) 
Communist membership. in short, the Kuomintang determined to maine 


tain its military dictatorship and the Chinese Communist Party was 


o give up its military vower unless a coslition 


(am 


ecually determined not 
governnent wes formed. There was absolutely no meeting ground and 
the relation between the tuo »arvies turned from bad toe worse «s the 
war approached an enc. 


Both parties were unpresared for the sudden Japanese surrender. 


re 


ath the passing of the first jubilant mood of victory, the shadow of 
a civil var loomed large. The Kuomintang, still holding the reins 
of government, with suseriority in armed forces and with the cossibility 


of .merican backing, was alnost »vleased with the prospect of an earlier 


contest with the “Communist bandits’ The”, podliticel ‘survivalser 
the Kuomintang could only be guaranteed Sy the speedy defeat of the 
Chinese Conmunist Party. The longer the war continued , the greater 


the sumnort the Communists could expect to enjoy from the land 
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hungry peasants, unless the Iuomintang carried out Sun Yatesen's "Land 
to the tillers” program, which, un to that point they were unable or 
ummilling to do. 

The negotiation period (1945-45) between the Kuomintang and 
the Communist fFarty coincided with a-substantial change in the fuomintang'’s 
attitude towards Soong Chting-ling. The Kuomintang head Long been 
embarrassed by Soong Chting-ling's criticism and in November 1935 


had demoted her to alternate membership in the Wit Central Executiv 


Committee, ‘lowever, with the final contest with the Communists dratring 


near, Soong Ch'ing-ling was reinstated to full merbership in 1945. She 
was also elected a KIT delegate to the National Assembly in 1946 and 


a yeer leter she wes appointed an adviser to the Uational zovernnent, 


whose policies she had always criticized. 


Despite her new anpointrents, Soong Ch'ing-ling did not stop 
her criticism of the Kuomintang regime. “hat embarrassed the Iuomintang 


f > te | 4] 


leaders most was Soong Ch'ing-ling's anpeal for a coalition government, 


r oa 


which policy the CCF was fostering at the time. In July 19446, Soong 


Ch'ing-ling wrote an article, entitled, “Statement urging Coalition 


Goverment and An inneal to the american reovle to Stoo Their Yovern- 


tary Aiding the Kuomintang.” She thoroughly analyzed 


ment From Lili gn 
her view of the iit and CCP struggle. She regarded a civil war as 


cv a 


disastrous to the Chinese reoovle. If there was one, the iuomintang 


A ee : et LG es 
should “bear the resnonsibility for provolcing the civil war.""7 It 


+ 


was because of the Kuomintans's refusal to give up its one party-rule. 
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She stated: 


"The coalition government must be set up immediately, 
it must not be brought into oeing solely by delegates appointed 
by the Kuomintang. very party and rolitical grouv must elect 
its own representatives. The Kuomintang delegates must also 
be elected by the membershio and not annointed. by a ruling 
groupe There are many able, progressive members in the 
Kuomintang who have no chance to sneak, Now is the time to 
build democracy by practising it." . 


* 


Besides charging the Kuomintang ruling elite with being un- 


democratic, Soong Ch'ing-ling also accused Kuomintang of neglect of 
social and economic needs of the peovle. By this time, inflation was 
already uncontrollable. According to the study of rrofessor “uekang 
GZ ), an economist in Shanghai, the total price index in Shanghai 
CS Wele lore: s MS op 114 Qi es 50 om oe 
rose. to 3723.75 using figures of January 1937,as one. ihe econoric 


oC 


collapse, 2s Soong Ch'ing-ling put it was due to the long-time neglect 


of the principle of the reople's Livelihood. She further emoarrassed 
the Kuomintang by saying that there was no fanine in Cormunist areas 

5 : -- L 3 ag 51 
because they had carried out Sun Yatesen's “land to the tiller” policy. 


Furthermore, she said, it was. basically due to the Communist land 
>oliey that the veasants would sunport the Cormunists to defeat the 
Kuortintene resetionaries if there was to be a civil wer. 

The closing note of the article was an anneal to the :merican 
sovernnent not to give military aid to the reactionary Kuomintang. 
Soong Chting-ling believed that “if Americe makes it plain tuat she 
will not sunply munitions or military assistance, there will be no 


spreading or the Chinese civil war." 


To the disappointment of Soong Chting-ling, the atternpt to 
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form a coalition government failed and large scale fighting between the 
two parties became a reality. Soong Ch’ing-ling quickly joined in the 


ae 


war effort on the Communist side which she regarded as the true heirs 


of Sun Yatesen’s ideas. Late in 19/4, she reorganized her Chinese 
Defense Leazue into the China “lelfare Fund. S3esides organizing various 
relief organizations serving war refugees and orphans on both sides, 
the China Vielfare Fund also used nart of its cash reserve to finance 
many Communist oriented organizations. 

Late in 1947, the tide of war turned in favour of the 
Communists. The morale of the xuomintang forces was Low and the ruling 
elite indulged in corrustion. General ui Chi-shun of the luorintang 


broke avy from the "decadent party” and organized the init Revolutionary 
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the honorary 
chairman. To add to the nolitical confusion of the time, Chiang cai- 


shek resigned the vresidency on i-arch 29, 1943 but retained the nosts 


os Director-General of the Kuomintang and the Generalissimo of the 


Kuomintang army. Li Tsung-jeh FF), the .cting Fresident was there- 


fore left the task of suine for neace. Sut Chiang ai-shek who still 


3 ae 


had the army in his hand was, in effect, still the real master of 


Kuomintay Ee 


4. 


sung-jen tried to enlist Soong Chting-ling 4s a delegate 


o 


= 


ae) * 7 4 ' 
to the veace talks.?” But Soong Chting-ling, who had never accepted 
any administrative vost under Chiang hai-shek, had no wish to break 


.. 


this tradition so long Chiang Mai-shek. wes still::the master. ¢' The 
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peace negotiations finelly failed, obstensibly because the Communists 
insisted upon punishing the war criminals, including Chiang sai-shek 


and some iT officials, Thereupon, the civil war continued until 


the final victory by the Chinese Communists. Chiang sai-shek and his 


sest troops retreated to Taivan. ‘With him went the hero of the Yian 


Incident, Chang Hsueh-liang, who had been Chizng Hai-shek's personal 


prisoner since 1936. 
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CriarPTaR V 


SOCNG CH*ING-LING AFTER 1949 


tw 


oones Chting-ling and the Governnent 


=e ee ce To 


tal 


The Communist victory in 1949 and the retreat of Chian 
shek to Taiwan started another stage of development of the Chinese 
tS in 


revolution. The period of incessant war which had plagued China 


ae) 
io) 
fe) 
8 


so lone had ended. Instezd, a relatively veaceful, centralized China 


nd its government moved with breathtaking syneed 


) 


came into being, 
into a period of postewar reconstruction. 
For soong Ch'ing-ling, the Com: munist victory in 1949 was not 


cal 


only a victory of @ revolutionary party over an obsolete, reactionary 


7 


one, but it was e@lso a:victorm: of Sum Yatesen's Three Frinciples 
b) Hs 


(Nationalism, Democracy and the Peovle's Livelihood) end his Three 
Folicies (alliance with the “oviet Union; co-oneration with the 
and the inclusion of the working masses and peasants in the revolution- 
ary file). From her pzst associstion with the COr, Soong Chting-lin 


was certain that the Communists were wortny successors of Sun tat-sen. 
fo Her, they would no doubt carry Sun's srinciples, esnecially that of 
the People's Livelihood, to its cori:letion. Seing one wno was always 
enthusiastic about the neonle's welfsre, Soong Ch'ing-ling immediately 
vlunced herself into the frantic effort of reconstruction. “ier rane 


as the “sainted®” widow, her well-lmotm passion for the happiness of 


4%. 


the’neorle and her vealth of experience in welfare and organizational 
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work made her an indispensable leader in these early years of recone 
struction. 

The Chinese conmunists had a long enduring admiration for 
h’ing-ling. Her dedication to the livelihood of the Chinese 
people and her opposition to all sorts of injustice won the admiration 
of the communist leaders,.many of whom nad regarded her as an idol 

and 2s an insoiration during their youth. lany, such as Liao Ch'eng- 
chih, were actually saved from execution by the :-f through her inter- 
vention. in the most difficult days of tae cormunists, in the early 

and middle thirties, Soong Ch'ing-ling had been the only one who 

openly spoke for them. And during the L.-T blockade in the forties, 
Soons Chting-ling used mucn of ner funds to secure provisions, ammunition 
and medical personnel for the communist guerrillas, Though she has 
never joined © he Chinese Communist rarty, throughout the twenty-taree 
years since the Cormunist victory, Soong Chting-ling has stood and still 


igh in the opinion of the communists, and she continues to 


wir many imoortant organizations which, normally, tould be chaired 


Since April 1LOu9, when the cormunist sponsored «.11-China 


re) Pag an 


Federation of Democratic “omen elected her honorary chairman, Soong 


1} 


Chting-ling has retained high position in the Chinese Yeople's 
Republic. In July, she was asked to head the »reparatory cormittee of 
the Sino-Soviet Friendship .ssociation -- a very unusual apnointment 


for a non-communist. Probably her appointment had some underlying 
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reasons. One or the Three Policies which Dr. Sun had formulated in 
1924+, to supplement his Three Principles was to enlist the support 

of the Soviet Union for the Chinese revolution.. By appointing Soong 
Chting-ling to head the preparatory committee of the Sino-Soviet 
Priendship Association, the Cormunists. showed to the people that they 
were the true successors of Dr. Sun's ideas. Soong Ch'ing-ling's 
accentance of the appointment also gave credence to the idea. This 


s . 


m™2.S especially important in the Communist drive to win friends in 


the early fifties, iany of the neutral personalities, notably among 
the Kuomintang rermants, followed Soong Ch*ine-lings's Lead. 


respected Soont Ch*ing-ling was the reception they gave her in late 
August, 1949. Soong Chting-ling was selected a “snecially invit 


delegate’ to the Chinese. Teovle’s Political Consultative Conference 


(CFPCC). ‘Then she arrived at Peking for the CFrCC, waiting on the 
platform was an array of Communist leaders, including iao Tse-tung, 


Chu Teh, Chou in-lai and practically the whole upper hierareny of the 
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at =. a an} eat 46 i ee ee ae (gree = (Gipa noe HS Ee ta 5) ene See ae x 
the most suosvantial proof that the Chinese Communists genuinely 


Chinese Communist Party. In the inaugural session of the Consultative 
Conference when the reorle's Republic wes formally established , 


D 


7 fal 


Soong Chting-line was elected a menber of the steering committee of 
tne CrrCC, and at the end of the Conference, she was elected one of 


: d ge asks +3 Z eee 
the six vice-chsirman of the Central People's government,~ a position 


she Stavt holds. 
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The syeech that foone Ch'inge-ling made at the inaugura 
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of the CPPCC was one of the most imzortant she had made. It wes the 
first time she explicitly stated that the CCP was the "only party 
that possessed the-‘strength of the masses and was therefore provided 
euarantee that Sun Yatesen's Three Irincinles would be 
successrully carried out. This sseech also showed Soong Ch'ing-Ling 
to be inbued with a “cormmnist messianism’” to save the »eovle in the 
whole world, 2 vision she had never shown before. She saic: 


4... the struggle does not end until every hovel hes 
house; un 


oeen rebuilt into a decent house; uae tae products of the 

earth will be within easy purchases; un prolitssrrom the 

factories will be returned in eaual sean to the 

exerted; until every family can have complete medical care 
2 


from the-ceradle to the grave, .vwhen tiese necessities are 


ecualiy at hand for every one, regardless. of race, color, 

creed and residencg in this world, then can we say we aeve 

resciodourscoalsi< 
Not only was this kind of grand vision of a world new to her, but 
it also revresented an advance on Dr. Sun's reople's Livelihood 
concept. It matched, to a certain extent, the Communist belief o/ 
world revolution. But as of 1949, no Chinese Cormunist had publicly 
expounded such a beliefs; they were too pre-occupnied with the actual 
conditions and the immediate future of China. 


1 


Tollotring her entry to the government, Soong Chting-ling 
scent vart of her time doing the routine work-of government, and, 
28 a menber of the Folitical Consultative Conference, she helped in 
drafting various nieccs of legislation. larly in 1953, when the 


government olanned to hold the first natiomride election, anc to 


adowt a constitution, Soong Chting-lins wis again elected to 
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riembership of two vital committees; one to prepare for the election, 

and the other to draffthe constitution. st the First National 
People's Congress (10), the new constitution, which Soong Ch'ing- 

ling nad helped to draft, was adopted and she was again elected a 


a 
ai 


us position in late 1959, ooviously because of 


Be woong Coling-line's Hveltare orks 

Besides busying herself in the routine work of the government, 
Soong Chting-Ling was also interested in the welfare and relief work; 
@ Dield in waieh there was no one with comparable experience among 
he Communists. in fact, nearly all the vost-war welfare organizations 
were created, out of the existing institutions and organizations that 
soong Ch'ingelins had built during the twelve years of fighting. 

; 


Because of the lack of adeauate resources and exserienced personnel 


in the early rostewer years, there were tremendous problems in dealing 


Chtine-line called for a national conrerence of all welfare workers 
4n April 1°50. Various velfare organizations were asked to send 


representatives to the national conference. 1s a result, the Feople's 


Fl 


Relief “dministration of China (Jf.C) vas formed out of the amalgama- 


tion of these various organizations. Soong Ch'ing-ling was elected 


chairman of this new organization woaile some other ivmorcant 


ad 
Communist Leaders, including Tung reli ae and Li Teechuan 
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Liu Shaoechits iC Standing Committee. She relincuished 
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(ERE) served 2S vice-chairmen. The ih..C was the highest organ in 
welfare and relief work, its work included the laying dowm of the 
nation's welfare plans and goals, tre allocation of funds and personnel. 


Its aim, as Soong Chting-ling had expounded in “A: Message From het 


China,” was to rely on the mass spirit of the Chinese »eot ole to attain 
to the stage of self help.” Obviously, the tit: had a major job to 


do in 1950. The misery of flood, famine and unemployment were to 

receive the greater attention than ever before in Chinese history. 
Soong Chting-ling later reported that in 1950 the FheC transferred 
altogether nearly two million tons of grain from various provinces 


to the famine areas in South China, 25» 000 kilometers of cykes were 


4 : a7 2 5 ral By aes! ral 3 
built, and 355 million meters of earth were shifted to control floods 


ie 
, aie = an : : 6 
on the Yanetze, iwei; Yellow, Yi, Pearl, Han and the Liao rivers. 
Soong Chting-1li nets om China Velfare und was reorganized 
into the. China fielfare Institute (C.l) in Aueust 1950. “ith the 


famine and relief work teken care of by the f...4, the China Velvtare 


Institute concentrated its effort in the emancipation of woren, the 
problems of child-workers and the livelihood of farmers and soldiers. 
The Cif also engaged in developing technicues in the welfare field. 


ixmerimnental and model projects in medicine and health, culture and 
a0 Bs) 


education were the chicf ermhasis of the Institute. Results of the 


work of the CI were reported in the China Deconstructs, a bi-monthly 


publication (became monthly in 1955) of which Soong Chting-ling wa 


the ehnier editor. 
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The greatest success of the C\lI was in the elevation of the 
stetus of women and in the field of child care, A net-work of maternity, 
health, child-care institutions, nurseries were created as a model for 
Similar institutions all over China, Also, working jointly with the 
uducetion, the Ciil established mumerous children's cultural 
centers in the workers districts, 4 "little teacher" system was 
instituted in these centers to hel»n wine out illiteracy. Children 
were educated of the princivle of “what’ you learn, you must teach others,#?? 
AS soon =s a group of children had become literate, they would in 
turn become teachers of other illiterate children. ‘iot only was this 
“little teccher" system effective and economical, but the children, 
by taking up resoonsibility of helping other illiterates, were educated 
Wath the »rinecinle of mutuel helv, @ doctrine the Communist government 
endeavourec to ororiote 

However, the importance of Soong Chtince-ling in the nost-war 
velfare work was not limited to the lee dershiv she vrovided. “he 
develosed a totally new concent and meaning of welfare. To Soong 


should not be only numanitarian in 


t positive enough, nor should its 


scone be limited to giving out alms to the needy. (Cn the contrary, 
8 
the goal of welfare was to “eliminate the need of relief “~ in the 


future. Tor if the goal of welfare was limited to giving aid to the 
needy, it would only create an ever continuing pattern of reliance 
by the recipients. lioreover, to Soong Ch'ing-ling, the misery of 


flood, farrine. and uneryployment, could not be met by alms alone. 
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Therefore the basic way to administer welfare was to educate the peovle 
in the orinciole of “‘selvation through self-heln, and self-help through 
production.” infact, the most distinguished feature of Soong Ch ting- 
ling's leadership in welfare work was to tie the administration of 
welfare to the entire economic reconstruction vrogram of the new 
China. Unemoloyed and excess labor force in the farm areas were 
directed to build dams and dykes and other projects which were necessary 
to wipe out famine end netural disasters, such as flood and draught. 
Not only were the needy given meaningful employment anc consecuently 
food ecrned bir their labour, but they were also given back their 
dignity by being able to contribute to the reconstruction of the nation 


and by being -ble to work for their bread. 


activities 


: 


Soong Chting-line's foreign activities were secondary 
among the many fields of her interest. The fact that she was not 
Communist nor an official related to the Foreign Ministry limited her 
status to nothing more than a svecial good-will ambassador, Yet, 
Soong Chting-linc's. personal fame and her »osition as the viceechairman 
of the Republic gave a kind of “glamour” to any foreign mission 
which she happened to lead. In important meetings, Soong Ch*ing-ling's 
position would be that of an honorary leaders; the real political 


bickerings would vrobably fall on a party member who would serve as 


a denuty leader. 
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As the vice-chairman of the Sino-Soviet Friendshio Associae 
tion (chairman after 19544), Soong Chting-ling had written numerous 
articles to glorify the "selfless" help that the Soviet Union had 

* e 10 mt r ha . 
given China. When the Korean War broke out, Soong Ch? ing-ling, 


: 


lso joined in the criticism against-the “planned concerted attack 
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the (Korean) popular movement” by the ‘“jall- street-rulers”. it 
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It was only after 1951 that she began to carry a heavier 
resnonsibility in foreign activities. In 1951, April, Soong Ch'inge= 
ling was awarded the International stalin Peace rrize, formally 
presented to her for her contribution to the Chinese peonle throughout 
the long years of revolutionary struggle. After receiving the Prize, 
she was frecuently elected to high positions in many Communist inter- 
national orcanizations. in 1952, she was elected a member of the 
Bureau of the “orld Feace Council (WPC) and also served as chaiman 
of the Chinese delegation to the Freace Liaison Committee for Asian 
and racific Regions, a “rl regional off-shoot. In December 1952, 
Soong Chting-ling was selected to lead the Chinese delegation to the 
Congress of the Peoples for reace at Vienna, a meeting specially 
convened to discuss the Lorean were Cn the return journey via i-oscotr, 
Soong Ch'ine-ling was received by stalin just a few weeks prior to 
his death. In a renort given to the Standing Cornmittee of the China 


Peace Cormittee on January 25, 1953, she stated that she was much 


impressed by the “steady rise of the material and cultural standards 
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of the Soviet een Since her self-irmosed exile in 1927. 

Soong Chting-ling's foreign visits in the mid-fifties were 
often good-will missions. This was in line with the “spirit of Bandung" 
which China was sponsoring. In December 1955, she led a Chinese 


delegation to India and Burma, -fterwards, in February, 1956, Soong 
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Chting-ling led another good-will mission to Fakistan + 
characterized as a mission “to woo wavering Pakistan out of the 
Vestern canoe? Consecuently, she was branded as “a pudgy, hard-eyed 
huckster for Red China's Communist line 2h 
Soong Chting-ling's health had been deteriorating since early 
1949. In July 1956, her health took a bad turn, and she had to delay 
a visit to Indonesia on the invitation of fresident Sukarno for nearly 
a month, 4h never she mustered enough strength to accomoany lao Tse- 
tung to uioscow for the Oth anniversary of the Russian Revolution in 
Noveriber 1957. Her oresence as the chairman of the Sino-Soviet !riend- 
shiz Association in the Uovenber Convention was highly sympolical in 
the atmosphere of deteriorating Sino-Soviet relations, 
r 1957, Soong Chting-ling's ill-health keot ner inactive 
and, in fect in a semi-retirement. She turned down an invitation to 
ttend the inauguration of the Repuolic of Ghana in 1950. Ner health, 
apparently, did not improve until 1953 when she began to receive foreign 
evuests, such as lorodom Sihanouk and his wife at her small howe in 


Shanghai. In 1964, in February, Soong Cating-ling went abroad again 


to Ceylon on the invitation of tremier Sirimavo Bandsranaike and was 
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: 


joined by Chou in-lai and Chten I, the Foreign iinister, 

Today she leads a retired life, spending most of her time in 
Shanghai, The tempestuous days of the Cultural Revolution seered to 
have had no effect on her. «mong the many leaders in vost-lLiberation 


China, she is one among the very few whose name has never been srieared 


Li; 


in the series of upheavals in the fifties and sixties, Today, as 
before, Soong Cnting-ling is still respected as the widow of Sun Yate 
sen and 2s a revolutionary who had carried on a single-handed fight with 


the Kuortintans. 


This study has presented a nrofile of Soong Chting-ling's 


political at¢tivities since 1914. Her volitical career has spanned 
over sixty years. Soong Ch'ing-ling began with a naive concent cf 


revolution, which matured and was tempered by a harsh, bitter and 


often humiliating revolutionary life, part of whicn she had happily 


5 a Ta + aT ps ~ = =s - 1 - m= 
shared with Sun Yatesen. She finally preeressed to become a revolue 

s ay 5 ‘ as 7, CS EATS te s RS = ee] 
tionary in her own right, fighting for the ideal she regarded as 


Protected by her fome and special status, Soong Cating-ling could sneak 
what other veowle would not dare to voice publicly; could write what 
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otzer peonvle would not even hint at; anc could do wnat Lesser" veovle 
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would not dare to think of, Such is her unioveness. ot even the 
vowerful warlords, nor liao Tse-tung could do the same. In a time 
when only military-might counts, it is am g that such a vowerless 
and fragile woman could defy the forceful persuasion of family, the 
lure of comfort, and the dictates of the dictator. ‘what powered such 


s 


&@ defiance and sacrifice was Soong Chting-ling's dedication to 


cr 
es 
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Chinese revolution, to which her nusband had dedicated forty years. 


Unlike Sun Yatesen, who hed left behind him a sovorful. party- 
machine and an ideology for the revolutionaries to work wit unlike 


aS 


10 Tse-tung who, with the help of otner social forces, actually led 


tne Chinese Cormunist farty to victory and set the pace of China's 
salvation, and unlike Chiang Kai-shek who had been the heac of the 


Chinese government from 1927 to 1949 end had united a nstion ravaged 


Vase -enG nn ~ V3 5 s 53 nay packet 4 ee Ae om erecta TE S| 2 

by werlords, soong Cnting-ling has nothing as important attributed 
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taken. a different course. Sut without Soong Ch'ing-ling, China's 


historz7 would certainly 


immortance in tue Chinese revolution. out without her, tue course 
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the Chinese revolution might be not so interesting, nor so dranatic. 
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Surely, the irony that Chiang Kaiesaek, who professed himself to be 
the successor to the venerated Sun, only to be denounced by Sun's 
widow as a traitor to whet um had stood for, could never have navcened; 


nor would the corruption, the terror and the repression exercised by 


eae er ees ROR GE ER EN pr a et a 1 * 
the covermment in the twenties anc tiirties anc forties have been 


: baa! 
aden rue ie i ¢ hos tn a ca bs koe tote idea yleriowiy rk 


- ‘ib ered vine’ wie nies 4 hubs fated wr, aetl i Om ston 


Seis seul Whee ioe ean Neal patra: a0! 


i Ten ry ap 
Ae Ver 
ye : ie ‘ 
i) a ' ‘i 
4 : au Ad 
ie LS 
oe | ae 
ziS4 aN 
7 2 rs he * ] 


| aad | annals: in: “om tia: aa bs as as 
7: cared ayes ela. en aa 
Lp ge ies ee yeaa ‘“* i) Ribu 
achat to cena im ee it sha an wn thi 
: F a ‘i atk wi om Birney, +45 beatars 


. ae 
Ap oF telah eee ais): oo. ora ae 


a ¢ 


a 


rsa oe a spies » Soa pa Aplinke’ it 
ee 
a Sen rags satin edb al 
mages aaheared fea spethe ho athe ih g sieht ahs 


= 
Le 
, 


a ne Aas ce Peis shines 
iy: — C8, 
Spey cc RP Wii, eRe ae y 
Spahr! tens) gy”, “pe a, a is 


iy 
rd 


chants wet inh Peis stants tage: a ueceha ieee: a: _ 3 


cat Sat me an) pal’ Redgate a Ni wal aca, teen eka ph eat 
: _ pe: * 
o2icm "4 Ll cae aap « Nis, ¢ li ele eas > ee ns 


eer eee AA, ieee Bats 


ane é mT 6 


mm oF Row Gelatin cM (gf tasiaiack es: ‘oem’: david syed at; 


i a a a ares i qf taly ee i nae 
= ‘ at 


Both wobiar a 
“p Soni stiein toh ah i er 2805 wel iksgerkia a Nitiioer, wen ae 


py ae que 
o / - 
= — ‘ i | v 7 
r iA ’ stl ; A _ : r i 
a ‘ ’ gin Te 
7 —_a : ai iso © 


so well ezmosed. 

But Soong Chting-ling's contribution to the Chinese revolution, 
albeit minor, is f4r-more than this. When the Chinese revolution 
ad degenerated into a scrarble for power and its main revolutionary 
party turned to reaction, Soong Ch'ing-ling was cuick to call to the 


ER 


people's attention the retctionary neture of the new regimc. 53y 
resusing to comoromise with the new Kuorintang government formed 


-. a37 d5 Jt 


in 1927, Soong Chting-ling sointed out that the revolution had taken 


the wrong path. er subsecuent activities were symbolic of the yet 
unfinished revolution. in this resvect, she was one of the 
lead the Chinese neoole out of the deceptive optimism of t: 
tyuenties. That tre revolution meant much more than the wirs 


fal 


or & score of warlords under @ modern chief warlord was the thene 


of many of her articles and speeches in the twenties and thirties. 
ingeling could be as pliant as a willow when facing the 
nationel crisis, During the “ar of Resistance, not only did she 
stop criticizing the lationalist sovernrent, but she also advocated 
Imity with the suprene mand of Chiane Laieshek. it was only when 
the Kuorintane beceme totally out of touch with the Uninese seovle 
that she threw her support unreservedly to the Communist -arty. 
Soong Chting-line's career c2n be regarded as a case study5 from naive, 
but dedicated idealism, through disillusiomient, to enbittered 


revulsion, and, finally, to rejection of the very party her husband 


had laboured to crezte and to which she herself had contributed. 
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Soong Ch*ing-ling's politicel life has been in contrast to 
her personality. Although shy, reserved, and retiring, when speaking 


of the Chinese revolution, she can be amazingly strong and forceful. 


Both Vincent Sheean and Zdgsr Snow found the contrast between Soong 


Chting-line's personality and her historical role impressive. ‘She 


had almost become a legend with China's young radicals in the thirties 


and forties. Only after the Communist victory did she withdra:: from 
political controversies and bury herseli in working for the people's 


welfare. Today, in her eighty—third year, she still continues to 


personify the course of the Chinese revolution from Sun's overthrow 


of the Lienchu dynasty to iao's victory over Chians Lai-shek's K 
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There are some conflicting revorts on this pointe 
interview with Grace Thomson Seton, vning-lins tol 
that she was sent to the iicTyeire School wh 
years old. But according to Smily aahn's Phe Soong Sis’ 
Ching-ling went to the school at the age of seven. I think Liss 
Hahn is orobably right, because both Soong Ch'ing-ling's elder 
and younzer sisters went to the same school at five years old. 
Ses both Grace Thonnson Seton, “The Great Leader of China,” 
Review of Revieys, Januery 4, 1923, 630-4; and Umily Hahn, The 
Soons sisters (Connecticut: Greenwood iress, 1970), “0. 


FON Ve 


r Hahn, The Soons oisters, 


J 


% 
79-82. 2ee also Leon Sharman, Sun Jatesen (Senden, vonnecticut: 
. Ta 
éxrchon Books, 1965), 173. 


The Jeslevan, ivril 1912. See Emil; 
3 


Emily Hahn, The Soons Sisters, 82. 
: 20 
Tbides O5- 


: e m1 oe +r <7 r ; hae 30\ 
Cornelia Spencer, Three Sisters Ciew York: John Day Co., 1939), 
Lb, 


Leon Sharman, Sun vat Sen, 1’. 


as, ° - ry ete 1a ih 
Cornelia Snencer, Three Sisters, 1:5. 


r 


Leon Sharman, Sun Yatesen, 183. 


a ~y re 
} com | ’ : : ‘eo 4 7 
: J @ : oe? av: mye ; ght Woy | ‘ 
abt Lagi tani ihc er te cn 
‘ eo 
eat am ees AY b 
i oe “ ' ' 
ENG 
w 7 
Decide. eke rheemkey anh 
: 
LIMB Clad * sonte A git ey u 
ad ae ied 6 Sena 


soit tea 


oF FG RY 


o Wy a 
~ 
— > 
A yer mn. 
‘ i 
f ~ Fan | . 
eka 7 le ae | » eeu 
’ ~ > * f 
ego 4 Re. 2% Ay 


ape a al 
antes Ss Pp ugedam igi 


a 
7 
= e 

i 


7h ps eb ab ‘bik Sees "e, stale anes. daaicanisiasivenial es 


it 


+ M S ; se iy ; bap J HN ~ 
= ' * aa |) bien ii a eee ne FRR S ted 


7 * < i: : : i ye 
Ril Ra some. ehtanteR <€ 
“A my, i ep x 1 sits ee biee ote seit | Lord ie, 


ms 
ee 
- 
” 
' 
% si 


Ye 
10. 


ase 


eae 


136 


14, 


98 


Cited in Cornelia Spencer, Three Sisters, 151-152. 
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Tang Leangli, The Inner itistory of the Chinese Revolution (Routledge, 
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In an interview with Sdgar Snow, Ch'ing-ling told him that she 
did not fall in love with Sun at first. She worshinve an as a 
Bene and pated to join him to helm save Chine. See nabs 

Snow, Journey to the Zeginnine, (Random “Jouse, 1958), 83. 


Cornelia Spencer, Taree Sisters, 159. A similar account can also™ 
be found in Kyo-fu Sun Vhuncesen Senc-iseng Chuan, (Taiwan: 
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onmittee in Commemorate Sun See 200th Birthday, 1955), 350. 
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Chamoton (ie tor: Julian lessner, 1970), 17. 


Leon Shaman, Sun Yatesen, 179-150. 


Cornelia Snencer, Three Sisters, 191. 

S 1 Oe Qe 
Imoetiu. Sun ChunvesentSence-“sene Chuan, 352. 
Tote.) Bolte! “The exact. date of oe Gos Ch*ingeling's return to 
China from Tokyo is unclear. It should be around July, 191+. 
Therefore, she orobably went back to Tokoyo in Petecer or the 
same year. The vagueness of these dates becomes part of the 
dispute surrounding the exect date of their subsecuent marriage. 
Bdear Snow, Journey to the » Oe. 
The nie of marriage between Dr. Sun end Soong Ch'ing-ling is 
Stila ee of dispute among all Dr. Sun's biogranners., One 


group Deoveccnele oy raul Linoerger, Bernard s-artin and Sisnop 
Restarick maintained that the marriage date was Cctover 25, 1915. 
The other group, mostly Taiwan scholars, regarded the marriage 
date should be on Cctober 20% 191+. iI personally think that 

the Taiwan scholars are richt. sSoth Resarick and iartin wrote 
very closely to Linberger but Linberger's piograohy was not very 


accurate. for instance, he stated that Sun Yat-sen hac divorced 
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his first wife before marrying Soong Ch*ing-ling, but actually 
bun had only senarated with his first wife. ‘Secondly, Linberger 
claimed that Sun's first wife had gone back to take care of Sun?® 
parents after the divorce. Actually, Sun's parents were dead at 
that tine. 
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Chiang, before oe Pei-ling, had a wite and several concubines. 
iio legal divorce nad been arrangec to Separate with them. The 

fact that the Suns were denounced and the Chianzgs were acclaimed 
wes because the latter had become the most “powerful man in 

China while the former was in the Lovest ebb of his political 
fortune when he married. 
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of his party, see T'ang Leang-li, Dhe Inner istory tbe Chinese 


Revolution, Chanter die 


eonerc obi niiten wsu Ssuacca uneat Dr. Sun Hed pecone an 
packed of Lenin when they met in Muroce in exile. 3ut 


no evidence to support |his statement. See LH. Hsu, Sun vatesen, 


His: Political and Soci: | (Los Angeles: University of 
South California Fress, 1933), 34. Leon Sharman also stated 

that Dr. sunvhad meta ber of important Russian lesders during 
his exile in Zurope, novebly Chicherin. See Leon Sharman, Suny 
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Aecording to a biogravhical sketch of Ho Hsiangening who had just 


died in September 1972, BO Hsiang-ning had even pledged to take care of 


Soong.’ Chting-ling at the death-bed of Dr. Sun in 1925, The 
relation between to Usiang-ning and Ch'ing-ling in the 20's was 
a mixture of comradeship and vcersonal friendship. <pparently, 
Soon hts ing-ling in the twenties was clearly oriented ae ards 
the Left Kuowintanc anweady = See: iiao | Heng-hsing ( A 
“Miy mother - iio ilsiang-ning,” Hong Kong, Ta tung Fao, ia V 
Nid Re ia 


In an interview with Edgar Snow, Soong Chting-ling told Snow 
that before Chen Ch'ungeming's revolt Sun believed that China 
should follow a different path from “ussia. S3ut after 1923, 
he recognized the necessity or a Gormunist revolution in 

hina. See iidgar Snow, Journey to the Beginning, 92. 


he New York Times, Hay 24, 1925. The authenticity of this 
essage cannot pe doubted. .t the writing of this letter 
(drafted by Eugene Chten), both the right and left Kuomintans 
members were present. Dr. Sun himself signed the letter. 
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Leon Sharman, #Sun Yatesen Cult)" Asia and the Americes, July, 


19344, 393-397. 


D. Klein ands. nena Bioeranhical Dictionsry of Chinese 
Communism, 1921-1965, 783. 


Chinese workers of Japanese cotton-mills in Shanghai and Tsingtao 
went on a general strike in late lay. in organizer of this 
strike was brutally killed by Javanese police, Students held 
a denonstration in the International settlement in shanghai to 
protest this homicide. 4 number of students were arrested and 
they were scheduled for trial on lay 30, 1925. «nother big 
demonstration was held 2t the date of trial. The Sritish rolice- 
rien fired on the demonstrations, resulting hundreds wounded and 
thirteen killed. The June 23rd Incident was a direct secuel of 
the ay 30 Incident. The news of tay 30 Incidents ~rovoked anti- 
British feeling among thousands of students and workers. They 
assenmoled under the leadershin of the Canton Government and held 
a demonstration in Shameen, the Sritish Settlenent in Canton. 
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The British and French machine gunners fired at the crowd resulting 


52 killed and 117 wounded. See ignes Smedley, The Great toad, 
(lew York: Random ‘louse), 161. See also John Israel, Student 
Hationalisn in China, 1927-1937 (California: Stanford University 
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The strikes in tong Kong were primarily aimed at giving a blow 

to Britain's prestige in China, The Canton Government, notably 

Borodin, hoocd that a blow at Sritain would weaken the whole 
eal ‘agit fore ign privilege in China. See Louis Fischer, The 
Soviets in | irs (London: 1930), II, 634. 


Emily Hahn, The Soong Sisters, 


Vincent Sheean, "Some Peorle from Canton,” Asia and the Americas , 
October, 1927, 12-7 


Cornelia Spencer, The Three Sisters, 209. 


H. Lieberman, “ime. Sun, China's Conscience," New York Tir 
Magazine, August 11, 1944, 8. 


Agnes Smedely, The Great Road, 159. 


Cited in Shanti Swarup, A Study of Coinese Communist ovement, 


(Cxford: Clarendon fress, 1965), oe 


hyar Wales,» RedsDust (California: Stanford, 1952), 30-31. In 

ie Siitonioeeemnl Gat account to ilym Wales, Liao Cheng-chih 

( KE), son of Siao Chung-kai, refers to his father's powerful 
Sition in the kuonmintans before his assassination. 


Tmmuni 


Chung-Gi Kwei, The Juomintang-Cor Struggle 3 Wis. 255 
Nowadgys Fuomintang sources tried to plame the assassination of 
Liao Chung-kai as a British plot to avenge the Hong hong general 
strike in 1925. Sut there ws no evidence to sunport this 
accusation. Cn the other hand, Hu Janewin's implication in the 
assassination was undeniable because six of the arrested 
military conmanders was Huts close followers and :iu's brother, 
Hu Yiesheng ( Xt ) was one of the chief plotters of the 
assassination.’ See Tung Hsien-Luang, Chiang Chung-tung Chuen 
(Taiwan, Chung Hue Min-iva Chu-Fan Wei-Yuan Hui, (952),-62. 


Chung-Gi Kiwi, The Juomintanc-Communist Strugcle in China 1922— 
Vuemin and lisiang-fung, Chuns in Shi Tao Chune- ua Jen=ltin 
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Kime Yo Kuo Ti Tan Sheng (feking: Using Chao, 1951), 54. 


Shanti -warun, | Study of the Chinese Communist iiovement, 32. 
Subsecuent strong rexctions against the Richt breadbitibed 
another schism in the Kuowintang Rightists led by Tai Chi-tao 
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. BE! i), Tsou. Lu BS )} and Shan Ting-yi (LR - ) fled 
from Meet and BL OF he Western Hills Conference in Feking 
to denounce the ot of the Communists. This Western 
Hills Clique were characterized by Chen Tu-hsiu (PRD) aac 
group who “falsely advocate anti-inperialism and warlordismn, 
and falsely believed-in the Three frincivles, yet actually do 
not wish to practise then! ae in, kuo-min Ke lin Shih, op. 
Cit woe Ul a translation). The Canton Government reacted by 
ousting the ring leaders of the Western Sills Clicue at the 
Second Kuomintang Congress in January 1925, which resulted 

a dominating control sf the Kuomintang by the Leftists and the 
Chinese Communists. Li Tai-chao ( L4H ), lan Ping-shan 

4 Hh ), 20 Tse-tung, Tane Ying-chao (Ime Chou En-lai) and 
four otnrer Communists were elected to high positions in the 
Kuomintang. Yor a detailed account of the “lestern Hills Clique 
SO6. PSOu Lice tae eet VG. 3h LOilien Lie 


March 18, 1926, Chiang Kaieshek imposed martial lew giving the 
reason that the acting chief of the Uavy, Li Chih-lung (ELAE sys 
a Communist, disobeyed his personal order. i.e further reasoned 
that the Comimunists had plotted to overthrow him. Two days later, 
the gunboat, Chung Shan was on fire. ‘th this, he accused the 
Chinese Comme of planning a riot. Immediately, he arrested 
Li Chih-lung and about fifty other Communists, including Chou 
En-lai, Guards at the Residences of the Russian advisers and 

at the hesdquarters of the Strike Committce were disarmed. «ll 
these measures were taken by the i ad of Chiang alone. See 
Ce artin “ilour and ele. ow, D on Communism, 2 llaticnalism 
China, 1918 a1e7 | (New York: Columbia, 1956), 


213. 


Chiang's clear-cut victory needs some explanation. first, Chiang, 
being the -resident of the Vhampoa iilitary academy, and Commander 
of the First Army of the Kuomintang, was militarily the most 
ss person after cu ilanemin was exiled. But this cannot 
ficiently exolain the relatively "soft" attitude of the Soviet 


ral 


on. However, a glimose of the reason of the Soviet Union! 
reaction can be obtained by a careful reading of Document 23, 
waren is a report written by Stephano, a Russizn adviser in the 

k s5 (s ee lartin ilbur and L.Y. iow, Documents on Comm 
ism, lvationalisn and Soviet Advisers in China, 1915-1927, 219) 
Stecvhanov concluded that Chiang was an extremely aS and 
ambitious man, and that Ciiang's personality was entire 

dominated by a lust for glory and power. The only way to obtain 
Chiang's co-operation was “by satisfying his desire for glory 
and enasling him to achieve greater power and strength than he 
now enjoys.’ ipparently, the Russian's “soft" reaction was based 
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on Stephanov's analysis of Chiang Kai-shek. 

Therefore, when Chiang also demanded the abolition of the 
leftist insoired Sun Yatesenist Society and the League of mili- 
tary youth, the removal of the rarty representative systen, 

a dual command system, in his army and the disability of the 
Communists to head any Ki Cormittees, the Communists conmolied 
with these restrictions without much ummllingness. 

Though Stephanov's analysis of Chiang wasscorrect as later 
events have proved, the “soft strategy adoptec by the Xussians 
was a complete failure in 1927. 


Wilour and H iy see bs on Conmunisn 
j 9 370. 


Shanghei was taken from within by organized workers led by Chou 
Fnelai who had gone into the city in disguise. a Ly ees 
three hundred armed workers and nearly 800,000 unerned workers 
started attacking police stations simultaneously. after a 
thirty hour battle, Shanghai was captured. inen they sent a 
delez 2% te to welcome Chiang Kai-shek. Two days later, Chiang 
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January 1, 1930, 15. 


or a detail account of the Nanchang Uprising, see C. liartin, 

The Ashes of Defeat,” Chine Cuarterly (Avril -—June, 1964), 18: 

3-54. Only two members of the ivesiduim were Communists, Yuan 

Taimying and Tan Fting-snan.: The others were Left Luomintang 

mewoerse The Cormittee included those dignitaries as Chou on- 
san a 
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The wedding was held in the ballroom of the iajestic Hotel, the 
most extravagant hotel in Shanghai. Over 1300 suests were invited, 
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Qr 
eae ine 9 We 


Vincent Sheean, 


loid. 


——TS 


Anna Louise Strong, “rs. Sun Yatesen Flees From Victory," Survey, 
Getober 1925, 34. 


ipide 


1 Gould, “i:me. Sun Yatesen Keeps Faith,” jlation, 


107 


Betty Turner, "China's Soong Sisters,” Independent “oman, Feb- 
ruary 1937, 556 


Wa 


Maxwell. Stewart, “lime Sun Yat-sen Sneaks, Christian Century,16. 


The close relation between the Soong family and the Nanking 
government could only be understood by the cower of the Soong 
family. Betty Turner of the Independent “oman revorted that, 
"No man, without her (the old 28s Soong) assent, could hold an 
important government position.” See Detty Turner, “China's 

S wan, 55-6 


Cited in Randall Gould, “Mme. Sun Yat-sem Keeps faith,‘ 110. 
Cited in imily Hahn's The Soong Sisters, 159. 

Vaxwell S, Steward, "nes Sun Yatesen Speaks," 17. 

Ibid., 17 


ar) 


Paonia 


John Israel, yi es ioualis aan os 1927-1937 (California: 
Standford University rress 


Soong par ihee te eee Tuomintang is no Longer a Folitical 


Fower,"” Struecle for vew Ciuina, 27-31. 


These tro secret police organizations vere staffed by gangsters 

and members of secret societies, The la ; 

political assass oe: See iu tua, Cauns To Usinerwin Chu 
3! 


Chuem2 kent 1 (Fekine: isin cua Sookstore, 1950), E2GaLz29. 


rh) a 
[@) 


Cited in Ibide, 105. iy translation. 


Soong Ch"ing-ling, “the Tasks of the China League for Civil 


DS e&ls+- Be W 
Rights, rugele i 


-ey Cixina, 48. 
nbid., 33. 

a " 
Tbide 3 23 =D 


Rit. 


Z | | P ih 
» tiger ean ae j Mahe dat Zo" ee 
ae he 
epee ed ; a ez r 7 im — 
, ie : a bes ) cerivadel ’ ngs” es, « 
He, ‘ A a Mc pad oa ; Ne Ls on a. ia 
B04, fn Oke OT eee jabs ; 


‘4 Jay 


Nae 


are 
B 


if ) *, yk. + ; a am) 7 a8 
: . As Fe rw Paar ae) 


hone q 


9) 


Soong Ch'ing-ling, "Address to the rress at a ieeting of the 
China League for Civil Rights," Strugele for Mew China, 50. 


abide 


To this accusation, Lo Teng-hsien, one of the accused, replied: 
"T shall tell you my record. I helpned organize the tong Kong 

strike in 1925. I have just returned Northeast where I fought 
with volunteers (against the Javanese). I have helned organize 


a 


strikes in the Japanese cotton mills in Shanghai, That was all 


t 
part of the struggle against imperialism. is this. what is meant 
when I am charced tith engacing in FL es SS ase att acti- 


v 


Vaties:" Cited fs Soong Chtinc-ling's press release to the 
Chinese peonle," Strucgle For view Civina, 54. 


P) 


Soong Chting-ling, ‘. Denunciation of the rersecution of German 
Procressives and fae Jewish feople,* Struggle for Jiew China, 60. 


Edgar Snow, Journey to the Beeinning, 37-35%. 


Zale ieee 


Boone eee ae. Statenent uncon the assassination of Yan; 
Chuan," Struscle for view China, ot. 


Chanter JY 


Seonz Ch'ing-ling, “Vorkers of China, Unite!" 
Tew China, 62. 


The Leasue sent Lord Lytton to investigate the ianchurian Incident. 
, report was produced by Lytton's coniission in baa 1932, 
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